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NORTH AMERICAN AEROSPACE DEFENSE COMMAND

14 APR 1895
MEMORANDUM FOR NORAD/PAX

FROM: HQ NORAD/NDC
SUBJECT: Declassification Review of Historical Document

HQ NORAD has conducted a thorough review of "US Air Defense in the Northeast 1940-1957".

A determination has been made to declassify the document and make 1t releasable to

| ot At

THOMAS M. PETITMERMET, Colonel, USAF
Deputy Chief of Staff
Director, NORAD Support Staff

Fox THE COMMON DEFENCE
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MEMORANDUM FOR NDC % ) 8 March 1995

FROM: NORAD PAX
Attn: Mr Johnson

SUBJECT: Declassification Review of Historical Document

I. PA is responsible for processing NORAD specific public information requests IAW NORAD
Regulation 35-6, Applicability of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and Canadian Access
to Information Act (ATIA). The historical summary, "US Air Defense in Northeast 1940-57" was
requested by a private citizen who is writing a history on CONAD and NORAD operations.

2. Using applicable Security Classification Guides, please have appropriate directorate security
managers review the attached historical summary for possible downgrading and/or declassification
of portions of the document or all of it. Additionally, please make a determination as to
releasability of this document to Canadian personnel (RELCAN).

3. Please conduct a line-by-line review and use brackets or a highlighter for that information
deemed exempt from public disclosure and cite the applicable exemption.

4. Once an action officer/security manager is assigned to review this document please have that
individual contact me (4-3714) so we can discuss in greater detail.

5. Request release determination be provided undersigned by 24 March 1995 if possible.

S.W. N
Plans/Policy Officer

Attachment:
Historical Summary

~Note—when-attachment-isremoyc '\ this
—eover-meme-is-unclassifiedy—
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In the meantime, U, S. military -ind civil authorities had been
seexing additional and greater safegutiurds. In the summer of 1940, "the
President began negotiating with British Ambassador Lord lothlan for
the fAmerican leasc of British bases, tine "rent-sl" to take the form of
fifty over-age destrecyers.

On 2 September 1340, the negotiations were completed. In ex-
change for:the destroyers, the U, S, got ninety-nine-year leases for
bases in Newfoundland, Bermuda, British Guiana, Antigua, Trinidad, St.
Lucin, Jamanica, and the Bahamns.* The detulled.leasc agreements were
not signed until Mirch 1941. .But by that time, American troops were .
already ‘in" Newfounrdland. '

Next, the U. S:‘obtained rights t» bulld bases in Greenland. ©on
QO April 19L1, these rights were secured in a pact signed with the
Sanish minister in Washlington, Henrik de Kauffmann, which provided for

American defense of Greenland as a Donish colony.

The U. S. put fcroes 4n latrador, a dependency of Newfoundland
which was 8 British crowm colony st this time, through an agreement
made by Canada.™™ 1In late 1940, Newfoundland had granted land to
Canada near Goose Bay in lLabradors for 29 yeaxs.3 This agreement had
also provided that the base which Canada had said she would build be
mide avaliatle to U. S, planes {or the duration and for such time

‘after as tue gcocvernments agreed was necessary The first plane ever

to land at Gcose came in on 9 December 1941.*

U.S. FORCES IN THE NORTHEAST DURING WORLD WAR II

The destroyer-base deal provided that the U. S. would have title
for 99 years to three base areas in Newfoundlandi. One was located
near St. John's (Fort Pepperrell), a second at Argentia {Fort
McAndrew), and a third at Stephenville (Ernest Harmon). Construction
of tYhese bases, which sterted in 8pri]l and May 1941, took almcst ex-
actly two years to finish. However, they were all occupied within a
few months after work started. }

-]

* Denmrk ratified this agreemcnt in 1945 with some minor
changes. See-note, page 9, for discussion of 1951 agreement between
Denmark and the U, S. > o

#*  Newfoundland became the tonth province of Canada on 31 March

19L9,

o
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-The f‘?t‘i;t.;t.roops arrived in Nevwfouniland, which had teen given -
emrhnsis py°tne RJED, tefore any base construst idn started -- on 0
January 11" Tae Ti-st base occupnied wis a *emporary tent camy near
Ct. John's enlled Zamp Alexander. Nearcy Fort Pepperrell’ (renmmeq
Pepjerrell Air Yoroe Buse on 19 J ine 1Q40) received (s first troogs
in ‘J"VQM\O" 194],

To take rharge oY U, S. forces and facilitien, *he Newfound) and
Bise Commnd waz activnted undcr the commind A€ Calans) ‘turisc D,
wrlly. The headquarcers of the new commnd win pla~-1 1t Fort
Terrerrei.. Tas Heniwuarters ani Yeadauarters Detastmon: af the ‘lew-
¢ Lndlard RBase Cnmmani was activated on 1% January 1 s cn ovoard the
ship ta=t crousht the first trocns.

'
"~

™o Newfcunilani Bise Commwni (NBZ) was asziFneae to Lne North-
nstern {later Zastern) Defense Zommind whose :i:rea included the ‘east
c* of the United States. This was one of the four regi .nul com-
mands recnensiblie {or alregrouni defense. NBC's mission wis to pro-
vide grouni, antialrcraft, and harber defense of U. $. ciases in Neww
. foundland, Lo werk with. Can'ma in defeniing Newloundland, and Lo co-
crecate wiln the Navy in Newfoundlani aectense.

‘merican rlanes, six B-18's, arrived i{n Newfoundlund om the f'irst
A€ Muy 1QLY,  These aireraft, kelonsing Lo the 'lat Heconnaissance
Taundron ef the First Ajr Force, went to NWewfoundland Airport ot
Cindoer L'z'-'c v U. Se nic torce unﬂs also uscd the RCAF field at
Teroay near Johrn's. .

8oth Cnnéda and the United Otates built radar stations in New-
fourklland.  The U. 36 net of five statlons operated wider the NBC;
tnxt of Zanada under the RCAF Y Groun. Althougn both syctems were in-
devendent, they each received 4ata from 1ll stations on the island.
Reginning in the spring of 19LL, the American stations were phased
cver t¢ “he RCAF 50 that fmerican personnel could be moved to more

42t ive “thea%ers. °

Ip. Greenland, primary responsivility for development of facili-
tiec fell t6 the United States. Preliminary surveys hud alrcady been .
mrde and in July 19L1, a task force of servize troops arrived.lat

o

®  Cee Anpendi“x TIT for a complete list i NIC, USNEC/NEAC, and

futh AdireDivision corminders. c -
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Nnrsarssuwak. This 8$ite had beon_<hosen ns a mijor staging vise be-
tween Labrador and Newfoundland. Work began at once on the base,
which was given the code name Riule West Cne (BW-1), and the firgt
plane set down on 2L Junuary 1 2. .
Work.on a second west coas! tase further ncerth, Condrencirom cr
Bluie West Eight, btegin in September 19.1. A third field wus pliced
on the east coast almecst directly across from BW-1 at Anompssalix

(823 Yame N\
\DAA.A( Lo v e

A Greenland Base Comnand with hendjuarters a Hrsnrels MK WS e5-
tablished to *ake charge of the U. S. forces and facili®ies un the
islandi. Colonel Benjamin F., Giles w5 its first commanicr. The £irst
mis. i~rn of the GBC was to cooper:ate withi the U. &. vy and e United
Natinons forces In defending Greernland and to establith fields for
staging aircraft to England.” The GH, as the NR7, was eventunlly ns-
cixned to the Eastern Defense Cormmund.,

At Goose Bay, labrador, the U. 5. forces built cotniets facili-
ties on the opposite side of the base {rom the RCAFe The unlitl wis ase
gsigned to the North Atlantic Wing Yerrying Commini which on 1 July
1942 became the North Atlantic “ing of the 2ir Transyport Ccemmand.

In addition to ¢he above tis~23, weither and cormrinications
stations vere built from Maine ¢ Icelanl, Thece inciuded *oru Chimo,
{abraaor; Frobisher Bav. Baffin Isliand: and Padleuving -Islant.

By mldelS.5, the war Dvpi:fmenl Jdecided thio there was o2 longer
a vequirement Tor antive defens. of ¢he areas of ‘he North At lantic

* A NEAT historian made < e Interesting comnen*s on the chnice
of Tiirsarssuak. The exact re:. n fcr whe chcice of Nirsarssuax is

not clear. An early histcry ¢! *he ir Tranasport Cormand in Greenland
remarks that in the late spring ur eirly somee of 191 a party sur-
veyel scuthwestern Greenland ‘1a 4 rather (igual mannsr.,’ 0 wlss ap-
pears that a Major Gorlinsky oI *he bngineers repuri=l on thotsite
without actually visiting it. - 3spoke of (- .vel, Dut when the task
forte arrived in July, they fc.aii notl gravel, 'ut a mass of larpe

rocks tor which their equiovment .o Inadeqiv . The term ' vl lauky
Gravel' was given to *he glaci+: 'ill.,” quotel jrom NEAC, U, 5. (rer-
atirns in the Northeart, 10h0-1 .« 20 ¢ ohi,

6




bases. The mission of the NBRC was changed to providing local security
for and mintaining U, S, Army installations, to facilitate operations
of the Air Transport Commnd, aud to maintain liaison with other U, S,

and Allied military agencies.” )

Soon after, the Greenland Base Command and the U. 5. Arry forces
in labrador and eastern Canada were placed under the NBC. And both
the NBC and the GBC were relieved Crom assignment to the Eastern De-
fense Command and asrsigned ta the 2r Transpart Onmmand, The lattar
becnme the Military Air Transport [orv.*c on 1 June 1043, This ara
rangement continued unti{l late 1949,

By the latter date, the threat of 2 Russian a'» attacy Lid cree~
ated n new need for air deflense 1nd caused a new (wiil-up to be start-
ed. The next ten years would see 2 much greater ‘merican force in the
Rortheast area than had been there in the precedlns 2en years.

NEW BUILD-UP  CREATION QF USNEC AND NE G

On 1 October 1950, the Joint <niefs of Seufs estavlished ¢he Y,
Northeast Commnd as a unified commud. The purpcse wvas 4o provide
more direct operationil cantraol Uy tac gnint Chivie of Stall uver U,
forces on baces In Canndn and Greenland. 1Y U7 's mission was Lo
defeni the U. S. from attack thrcugh the arctis regions in the north-
east area, defend the UNHEC aren, and support 5SA7T, M.T3, and other

{ili*ary and governmental agenclies using Northe s luwes, 1 The nend-

quarters was placed at Pepperrell AFR.

(G IR ]

A1s6 on 1 Ozicber, USAF relieved the Newfoundiand Bise Cermand
from nassignment to MATC and redesignated it the Northeast Air Command
1$ 2 major command of the Alr Force and nac the Alr Force component of
UCNEZ.4< ALl units of the NBC and the Greenland Base Command were sns-
gigned to NEAC. And NUEAC became respensible for all furces in New-

founiland, labrador °, eastern Cnnada, and Greenland. Major General
Lymin T. Whitten who had ccocmmnied the NBC was named commwander of belh

UCHET and NFAC.

A\

WEAS discentinucd the Greenland Base Command cn 1% Octoter 19950,
subs-ituting in its place (12 December 1290} the Greeniand Air Base
Ccnrnnd.13 It was to centrel al! U. S, forces in Greenland with the
except sn of those at the Naval Overating Buwe, Greniahl. NFWC oalco




e

O oo

set upr the Goosne Alr Base Commsnd tor ¢ ntrol of U, . fertes in
*

L PSRN . .

AL TIdner.

NFAS was the only cemtonent «f UWNEC. Neither ine Army nor tLue
Navy ever estatlished ccmpeonent ccmmnnds. Bubt rmy and flavy officers
served on the staff of USNEC., The .ir Force cfrficers scrv eq in dual

-\v

t1rsitions -- on the staff of NEAC and on the 5wl of UCNEC.

This resulted in the problem of one comman: predeminating. Tae
NrAC historian exovlained the situtti m in 1951:%°

wearing {wc hats caused mny provlems during the first
vear. FPrimarily, there was difriculty in detemminins <hich
authcrity to use. With one officer acting for - -5 2cmn.nds,
~he Lendency doveloped to ignore the United States Tirtneast
Command entirely. Particularly since NF\T was the ::'in
agency in mest instances and UINZEC primarily for plumnline
rurposes. The same tendency ex.sted cutside the heaiiguisrters.
Zcrrespondence which should have been aagdressed 40 the *rme
minder-in-Chief wns marked Ccrmranding General NEAS.

Alr Torce personnel continued to nold dual Jdots, however, right down
to the day tha® USNEC was abolished on 1 September 1466,

THE NEAC RADARK SYSTEM

Most of *he NEAC heayy radars vere part of the siations built
throuschout Canada under the Cantda-'Mmited States Rader Extension Plan
{known as the '"Pinetree' plan). In o1rly 1950, the Con%inen®al Air
Command {ConAC). which was res.«asibvlc for air defense, drew up the
firs® plan. W7 approved this plan, dbut 1t Li* o cost-zRariang sung
in the PJBD.

1Tt was =ventually worked out, however, and on ¢ February 1951,
the PJBD gave its approval. The 1;reemen: with Canuda became official
vith a formal exchange of diplemtic nntes ~n 1 fugust 1761,

¥ The U. ©. and ©“anda siened 2 lease en ~ Decemver 1992 that
gave the U. S. certain rights *o 7,290 nirres of 1 .and nt Gecse for 20

yoars.
8
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The approved plan provided for a total of 33 radar stations. Ten
ol these went into the NEAC area. Of the fotal, fmerice finnnced D2
stations, Canada eleven. The U. S. also munned seventeen of the
American-financed stations. Nine of these seventeen were in the N&AC
aren (eight Pinetree statiops in other areas of Canada were minned by
ADC): the one additional statiin in NEAZ was manned by the RCAF.

In addition to the ten Pinetrece stations locmted on Canadian
2mil, three ctaténns wwre bullt in Gieeniund.+>® 1he ten Pinetrec
sta*inons consisted of three direction centers and scven early warning
stnti~ns, four of which had 'l capabiiity. 1In Greenland, there wcre
two early warning stations and a direc*ion center. An air defense
con‘rcl center was built at Ieprerrell “FB.

Preliminary work on the above 13 stntions, which were cualled
NEAC's permanent system, began cn 19 Augus® 14ye. Con™C sent a survey
party to lock at sites in Newfoundland, labrador, and Baffin Island,
USAT authorized the Army Engineers to proceed on 27 Merh 1651 with
design and construction of the cites im *hese areas,l

While work vent shead on the so-called perminent system, a five
station temporary lsrten referred to us 1ash-ug7 radar net was thrown
up. four of the tempcrary radars were in the same area fg the perma-
nent radars. 7The one exception was 3 station at Mcindrew Air Base

~a

which adjecinel the Argentia Naval Suntlieone The Air Force agreed in

% United States forces hiad remiined in Greenland on the basis of
the 1941 agreemcnt (men%ioned on page 7)), which was ratified by Denmark
in 19.5. A ncw agreement was completed by Denmark and the U, S. en 27
April 1951 (it went in‘o forze on & June 1G51). This agreement was
made at the request of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization which was
formed %y the nations signing the North Atlantic Treaty in 1249. Beth
Denmmrx and the U. S, cigned this treaty. NATO asked that the two
nations arrange for the use of [acilities in Greenland by the armed
forces of the parties to the NATD in defcense of the Horlh Atlantic
Treaty nrea. The agreement provided for the mutual use of bases and
other fucilities in Greenland and guaranteed that <ie sovercignty of
the Kingdom of Denmark would not be prejudiced., The agreement, teing
in implementation of the North .i‘lantic Treaty, was %o remin in ef-
fect for the duration «f the Neorth Astlantic Treaty. Thule Air Base

wis built by the U. &, 2s a result cf this agrecment. It was complet-
ed in 1953. The complete Denmirk-U., S. agreement may te obtained from

13804

the Directorate of Command History, Hend:iarters CCNAD.
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192 to get out of McAndrew on or we:re 1 July 13%. The permnent
locatinn of the unit manning this ~* :*icn teocame Bescluticn Isiand.
These five stations had cither ‘he ~NL/CPS<3 ar the &N/TP5-1B us their
senrch radear and either the ANMO-L L tho AN/TRC-10 £-or idr
finder.l

1 -
L X o 158 2 eie s
a GCLEL.

To man these stations, air nati-nal guard units were called up in
August 1951. These were the Headquisters 1597°d A7W Groun, and the
1254k, 106th, 107th, 12%th, ani the v th ACW Syi»drons,  After a
reriod of training in the U, &, they mived Lo LEAC in tne siring ot
19%2.4° By the sumer of 1952, the tempoerary stallons were in oper-
aticn.

«n (defense) was
15 assipgned (o it
ad the division

re

Also in the spring of 10;“, the ~bth Alr Divisi
activated at Pepperrell AFB.IJ The 1524 ACw Group w
In December 1952, the group, the 1UOth AW Gaquadren,
were fnactivated. At the sume *ime the divicion wms
a Tuble of Distribtution unie nud nll U, 8, air def
Northeast assigned o (.Y Tue force ut this
spidrons (105th, 1C7+%, 103th, '10Oth, and 931st) and one interceptor
squadron {(the 52th). The now A0W 54aadren, the 931s¢, had teen oth-
vrated in November to tage the piace ‘fﬁ?no devachment of the 1904
Group which had been serving At Thule.”

PTS ORI S N
“ileal0T 0 s

0es
nase units in tae
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time was five AW
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G GiCussieD

NEACGC TEMPORARY RADAR SYSTEM
Remorks on _A—oprox. Dote
Siie Location Unit ACW Units Rador Station Operational
L-37A | Pepperrell 152d Gy | 1 Auwg 1951 June 1952

ADZC

Red Cliff,
Pepperrell

Harmon A!B,
Sterhenville,

Nfld,

Gocse Buy,
IAb.

Taule,
Greenland

GLth AD
100th 54

1C5th &

b Falte U »e
PIUTIRY ¢ e

Det. 1,
152d Gp
93lst Sy

Federallzed
8 .‘"'.;‘I' 1’,)")2
Sretivated

I Aug 1991
Federalized

1 Aug 1951
rederalized
T A 10n
‘ederaiized

- r
July 1952

~tivated
’J v 19
Load 3,

‘\~--"«t 2

»-

o ! .
ANM SeL

i\.i,(;f. )
.h‘ I‘4~ o~ )l

ses l"v\r‘

P39
AN/%?a-h
A0 Tis-138
An/MrGah

‘.'l" N L
uvs ol O

June 1952

My 1952

July 1352

B.D McAndred, 920th O 1 Aug 19w g
Tw GZIL NP4, Ceaeralized 1'3.,’ T -1
R o
NEAC PERMANEN D RADAK SYSTHA!
fas ot December 13540)
Remarhs on Approx. Date
Site Locorion Unie ACW Uaite Rador Station Uperational
W= ] Whilte Hills, | Osch AD Apr Ly Jine 1 oth
rLT Pepperrcll At ivated [
- Red Cliffp GL:(I ;q ] f‘«ug 19573 fn/('r..)-DB vlﬁ'.’.-l'_"l:o
ADDS Peppervell Acdesigate! ‘ anlrsenel
Srom 1000k ] Al TTa=-H
r:-,) ' (;t,ephe,"‘\'jzle '_L’Jtn .,.... ': r\hp- 1. ‘)j l 1\"..- | "’)B 2% 19;)\
AL (Harmon ), dedenisnnte _,'\:;;/;" 5% 7|
NPld. from 1Seh | s oes o
")




Remarks on

Approx. Date

Site Location Unie ACW Units Raaar Stotion Operational
R-24 Melville Chlat O |1 Aug 1963 AN/CT3=6B | pring 1993
ADDC (Goose Bay), nedesignated | AN/FPS-520
Tab. srem Ie(th AN/ TRG-507
N-25 Gander, Nfld. | 226th &g |1 Aug 1953 AN/FPS-3C | Paull 1953
EW/GCI CAF) Formed AN/FY5-500
A/TPRS-500
N-2% St. 'Anthony, st Sq |1 CGct 12,3 A.’\i,'i-‘.'.‘;-;c dzvember 203
EW/GC1 | Nfld. Assigned to | A3I/FP3-500
6lith ADiv AN/ TPS-5m0
w-27 Cartwright, a221 S J Y oot 1753 &%/1PS-30 | Novemter 153
Ew/CCI | Lab. Assigned to | AN/FPS-S00
Ahth AD:v R/ TPa-Y o0
K-2§ Hopedale, 224 Sq {1 Nov 1933 A/FPS-3C | November 1353
F%/GCI | Lab. . Assigned to | AN/FPS-500
- Duth ADLv Ade TIG=50C0
N-29 | Saglek Bay, WLty Sq | 10 Dec. 1953 | Al“FP5-3C | Fall 1953
Ew Lab. Assigned to | AN/ FTS-502
GLth AZiv | AN/TPS-5C0
k=30 Resolu“ion y2uth S (1 Aug 1351 AN/ ¥PS-3C | November 195L
EV Island Federalized { AN/FPS-5C2
AN/ TPS-502
I3l Trobisher Bay, | 026th Sq [19 Des 1953 | AN/FPS-3C | December 193
EW Baffin Island Assigned to { AN/FPS<5C0
Auth ADiv AR/ TPG=50
'N-32 | Pingassuit 931st Sq |8 Nov 1952 | AN/FPS-3 | July 1953
ADDC (Thule ), Activated K1/ FPs-6
Greenland AN/FPS-U
N-33 | Etah, . 1, |1 0ct 1953 | Al/TPS-1D | December 1953
Ew Greenland 931lst Sq |Activated AN/TP5-1D ‘
"I Deactivated
M1l 1959
N-34 Ice Cap, Det. 2, |1 Oct 1753 AN/TPG-1D | Spring 195%
EW Greenland G31lst S3 |[Activated M:/'Lvss-mJ
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COMMUNICATIONS

L]
. .
Tyirg *he NEZ radnr systen
. tegetneyr at Uirst was oniy .0
[ X2 /Y"

/LT commnications oyoLoem.
‘onstructicn began in ‘he summer
of 155« wn a UHF trorerphersie
teavter system, calloaw tne Pole
Vault” systen by eommmications -
men. The tro;ospheric cy.ten,
)mp: ted 2 vear .Ll\t.‘. « ran frem

J
Tansieralt e s TN,
PR

w 1.
v-r-:&..s--. O‘Qul--l ‘\AJ 4 o

cluding ail tue stations inore-

) ‘ween.”?  Liter esleus s were
Borracks, Thule AS tQ g from Frobisher o Jape Oyo:

andi on to Thule. The £€012th
Radi- Relay Squadron wns activated in Neiomoor 19%4 to service tnis

There was alsc ancther ccrmmunizations system, a forward propa-
grtion icnospheric system; connecting Goose, Libradeor, and luirsars-
suak, Sondresirom,-and Thule. The first circuit of thiz sy:'oem was
placed into operation in February 143 It went betlween Thule and |
Sondrestrom. The Air Force toox ove:r the coliplete; syslem i:n 1?35.20

Between Newfoundland and tine United Ctates, there were 1hand line

42 meam me

and cable commmunicaticons and ralice
A land line went frem the U, S.
to Cydney, Nova Scotia, a cable

continued across Cabot Strait, . -
then a land line went to St. - .
John's. -t

-

N m -"—— -"— . o ol

me»l

INTERCEPTOR FOUCE Taues .

— ) \.
WEAC's first fighter-inter- .
septor unit arrived in Sentembers

1*;7‘. This wn3 Detachment 1 of

ne 5o Fiehter-Inter.ertor .

Ent j ith r‘;l-l’ . It : "ﬁmll(» Gies Readiness und Maintenance Hongars
<handron walch_went Lo cHen Reing Buiit of Thule A8, lune 1953
four FoOhR's. 2T T+ hesan limite!

—
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G UNCLASSIFIED

. ~perations on 11 September and on th seventeenth began staniing alerts

wiln iwo Aajrernft on five pinute readiness {rom one h
"n . ~
v o to one hour after sunsct.’”’ When the norter nours of daylight came,

230G 1~ 1700, For

the alert period was changed tc
detachment used Atwell-type builidings

The 59th Squadron

n alert hangar,
tnented newr the runway.,

tself arrived nt Gocse Bay in October with

cur before sunrise

the

eight F-QuR's. Tt oecame cperaticnal on 20 December 1952 when it
. started =tanding a 2b hour alept, 9
The $9th did nnt add much Lo NEAT s fighter potential. An indica-
tion of tne strength in thnese first momins is shuwl Ly a report of June
1953. There were *wo combat ready F- «B's in all of NuAR.3
However, in July 1953, the NEAT force increased considerably. The
61st Squadron with 12 F-QLB's arrivea at Harmon AFB and the 31%th
Squadron arrived at Thule with 12 F-34B's,
FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR FORCE
o . DU'Q AC{:-
Unit o Location Arrived Orig. New Dote Converted
59th Sq | Goose Bay Oct 1952 F-9LB F-89D Miy 1955
Det 1, Thule Sep 1972 F-3uB (Inactivated Aug 173)
59th Sq
6lst Sq Harmen Jul: 1953 F-9LB 'F-83C Dec 1953
F-89D Jun 1955
. Tuth Sq Thule Jul 1954 F-8ac  F-89D Jun 1955
318th Sq Thule Jul 1953 1 F-94B (Returmed ‘to U, §.
. - Aug 195G )

* Cn 19 august 1953, after arrival of the 318th Sguadron at
Thule, the 5%9th's Detachment wis deactiviated and the equipment and mon
returncd to the parent squadron.

—————
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Three fighter squadrons were the -zt NEAD ever had, althouph at
~ne time there were plins for five squadrons (two at Goose, «ne at *
#irmon, Thule, nand Argeatin).  All the sgaadrans eventutlly ceavepsed
T '}QDLS. .

1 fighter augmentaticn rlnn wig mude evrly in @ o4 oy CINCHE
There were always a rsrge numbor =8 fighters velonging to other com-
mands Staging through the Nertiiras*. NEAC xent a list of 31l sirseaft
(o 145 arez atl all Linkeo. In oan viergency CINURE s Lo asSwe cper-

r

2t nal control of thene fighters 0 r omployment in nir otrease.3:

ANTIANIRKCRAFT DEFENSE

Plancs were made in 1952 to statinn nn*iqirﬂrwrt uni*s at Thule
for the pretection of the base. Tue [irsi Arny antiaireraft personnel

arrived on 3 July 1953: the main body of <rsops ca 24 Lugust. The
units declcyed were the S43th /fis Gun Rattaticn (Somm), ““JL“ L5

it
Battery (Lignt) (75mm), L2<tn *+7 Lat:ery (Light} (75mm), L177th AAA
Creraticns Detachment, 257th O:5mal Redar Maintenance Unit, 127th
Grinunce Artillery Repair Detacnmens, and 1nad Ordnince’ Integrited
#ire Contrrl Repuir De'nchren'.
11 cf -he unils were att~hed 0 the %59th ANA Battalien which
wug commanded by Lieutenant Ccoionel G ree W. Best, Jr. The tattalion
.

v

wns 255igned to 2he U, S. I"l st odaxmy +ad allached Lo WEAT (not USNEC)

~peraticnal centr- 1. NEAC est:i Lished ruies of engr- rynt fur
he A\ units and ex er-lfnd orirational contral through ‘nhi: ©eth Air
ivision.3¥ .
The antiaircraft unitls reacied readinesz in ve"y shori order.
The first firing occurred cn 7 Octcrter 1955, By 12 Decemrer, all
si*es were fully operational upler readiness condition of “secure" -=
ready o fire in ten minutes.”2” The 5.9th c:pability report for De-

cember 19953 showed that 4+ had 211 zun crews wuth-rized ani © mseat
ready; 34 of 36 guns authorized were cn hani: 93 per ceat of the wire

cormunicaticns were in; 100 per ecent of the radio communizttions in;

and 10C per cent of the arruniticn resuiren.- s were on haad.
One crganiziational ~hange o3 ma:e in T tember 155, The Tth

AAN Group was activated at Thule and *he S« -ih 5u' allion was astanhed
to {it.

A
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‘THE PROBLEM OF DISTANCE ‘AND EFFECTIVE CONTROL

NEAC: Headqtiarters felt that the Gith Air Division was tco far
away {rom Thule to effectively cgnircl Uie unjts locatel there. Both .
the 931st ACW Squadron and the detdchment of the $9th Fighter-Inter- . :
ceptor Squadron at Thule had initially been placed under t the oper- ° . .
atiopal control of the Thule 6612th Air Buée Group.3? Tne Glth Di-
vision wvas not given cont:ol of these units until 1053. e

o~

IQ 1952, NEAC decided to ac%ivnte a separate division at Thule. *
. It issued a generhl order on 1 June 1993 activating the 70th Afr Di- ° !
vision effective 20 July 1953. 3 Higher headquarters Opposed this,

however, and on 6 July NEAC revoked the order. . .
| ° l
l . Another .reorganization wos p"cpnspi by NFAZ at the end of 195L. o
, NEAC rectmmended deactivating the €hth and 'o;%*n~ up three new di- |
i visipns -- one at Harmon, Goose,’ and Thule.3™ Tis too was turned °
down. °
‘ ) o ° |
© N o —— ° - !
. . CANADIAN OPERATIONAL CONTROL ° o
: There was no air defense organizaiion in the Northeast from the o

end of World War IT until the time that USNEC and NEAC were formed,
With the coming of these organizations and the build-up of forces that
{ollowed, the prohlem of operating on Canadian soil was_emphasized. - .
An impcertant consideration was ih regard to control of the forces. ‘ .
° The situation was nicely explained bty a Ceclonel Maurice A. Preston ef
. the USKEC staff after a visit to RCAF neadquarterse in August 1951:3V
°There has been much sxudy and'inter-seQV1ce dispute . ° o °
‘.on this°subject. The Canadian Government feels that

° o 4 -

e ®-- The NEAC territory grouped itself conveniently into three

areas for defense: (1) Thule area which had the-Tith Fighter-Inter- °

ceptor Squadron, SL9th AAA Battalidn, 931st ACW Squadron; (2) New- ‘

. ° foundland area which had the 6lst Fighter-Interteptor Squadron, 642d

*  ACW Squadron, 6L0th ACY Squadron, 921st ACW Squadron, 226th AW . °
Squadron, and the ADCC: (3) Goose area which had the 59th Fighter-
Intercaptor Squadron,-6ilst ACW Sduadron, 923d ACW Squadron, 92Lth ACW
Squadron, 920th ACW Squedrcon, and the 526th ACW Squadron. . .

a
v

.
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| T ANCLASHIED

there should be a NATO arrangement in the Northeast.
The.Canadian Army feels that °*here should be a Ca-
nadian comainder in the Northeast. The RCAF cpposes .
this and takes the stand *hat it is umnreasonablé to
suggest a Canadian Cormander in view of the fact that
all forces are U. S. forces. Tiaey have come up with
the proposal, which has been uazcepted at the Joint
Planners "level, that there be a4 "inadian second in
Cocmmand in the Northeast. 7Tnis .ropcsil .. nuw Le-
fore the "Chiefs.”

1t is my impression “hat the Lanadinns are nol
n¥ter a Combined Ccrmani but «will ve content with a
Canndian Vice Commander. T oxwminined that sucn n
person cculd not legnlly 1csume auminisirallve com-
mand in the CG'c slrence: tney aniorsiosa ot a@reed,
I am of the opinien that we should support this pro-
posal when it is raised, sin e it will rem w0 pmost
of the obstacles genorated by 'political ~insider-

-

ations,"” national sovergigniy, etic.

-~ -

3 -

U
1
i

No degision wia made on the as.ignment of en RCAF cificer to
SNPC, however, and the problem rem:ined.

-Tﬁ

diffeicnt approach was suies.tod on 30 June 1352 by CINCHE,
Lieutenant General Charles T. Myers. He proposed to UCAF that the
Comninder of the RZAF Al De“»nv« Cutuaad be g

ven opersiticnal control
of UCNEC air defcnse forces lecuted .n Zanaga. >

2
P

USAF advised that Ajr Vice Miarshal J\me of *he RCAF ALC concurred.
snd in August 1952, UCAF approved the nlan.”Y -

& formal agreement was Signed v TINCHNE und tne AQC RCAF 4DC on

2L Anril 1953, Under its term:, he Av° ADC was ¢ _have cperational
con'rol of all UCNTC alir deleny: ool un.u\.“l his conutlrol was
o b= excrclseld through CINCNE. - o0 EnRg LTTIen, WOre W Lo pre-
scrived by the AOZ ADC.

rerixdloally. I

oo Partrides, Sertuinder-in
Deisnue Cemmind atrer he Loy ouer a5y Lt detense "Cb“'ﬁolbill x4

‘n 95, Befure dxscu"‘rr ‘i~ e s e o7 icy in the North-
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cret, it is aprr triate te zonsiier the £l erc i, in which NPV had
ras:s anibhility -- *he ﬁ;l-T:nﬁJ Parvly Warndas vt em o and the Distant

ferem BT mrgee gy,
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that would operate the staticns were as {nllows:4%

. Location ~ Mymber Detczhment
Cape Makkevik, Lab. R Tt 1, &,
Tut Throat Island, ladb 2T w1, Ry Dg
Spotted Isle, Lab. N-27R wie 2, W74 Oq
tox Harbour, Nfld. N-294 Qet, 1, 9? 5% Sq
ia Scie, NTUd. N-D6D ol A I S
Flliston Ridge, Nfld. N-2"R ”J CDet. 1, £h23 g

Elliston Riage, Yox Harbour, and Cay+ 'tkkovik tezawn . pera*.cnal in
Febywry 1957: the other three stuti ns were son iules 4o beo. mo oper-
ativ::l by the end of April 1957.

THE}NbIANT‘EARIJ'\R&RNHw]I;NE

North of the Mid-Canada Line an *ner 43I Wis telng buiit tor
cperation by 1 July 1957, the Distan! Harly Worning Line.® ?¢2 route
wvas from Cape Lisburne, Alaska, reneraliy within «Qout two Segrees of
the 93th parallel to Cape Dyer, Rafiin Inlwnie The U5 F-R L Man,
menticned atove, made NEAC respoensipbie Lox cper:ting the steclons in
the e:stern par® of (anada,

The DEW Line was tc consist of three tyres ol stationst six Main
. o

stationz At abcut 5C0 statuie milvs oar , 23 AUl .l Y TWati ans at

abour 100 stnrti%e miles apart, and 29 In‘ermedia‘e . ations some 50
r*q‘uﬂn miles apart. Main staticus, ejvi;ved with siw AN/FFO-19
search radar and the AN/FP3-23 (fluttar) receivers, « re 20 Scrve as

e
the renter of operauxong. cormunications and rn:ntcnxn e
of the line. 2fuxiliary stations would zlso hive the al/FP

. e e AT I 4 48~

ani whn AN/F'S-?B tece ivers, vut the Intcrmedlinte sindi
oniy she AN/TP3-73 transmitters.

-

=173 radar
13 have

canaw

c
fer a sector
\)

The DEW Lins, accarding to ‘he URLE-T7 7 an. was to be divided
into e:atern ant western sections.™ Tie Joaszan Jir Jommand wns te
nsidle €2y cperating (which inzlule’ orer:*ional zonirol) the

r v
o
A 4

SN

west- ) section, N2/ the eastleg:n.

Thzh sectirn w5 termed 2 resicn., The divicing line tecween
. l o~ .
ol nt owns 1o te between the Tamtiridee Pav (T o1 Hall loave (#OX)
: . 2 AR LS . very - . . .- - 3 DA vesaggs Y
Year Liations. The NEAC rexicon wis Lo os0 from it molnt belveeon CAN
D

< ey ee—
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and FOX, which was locnted cn the Boc<hia Perninsula (920 00' 387 *o be
exact), over. to Cabe Dyer. There were a tctal of 17 stations in this
region, which wns further divided inio two sectors -- *OX and DYT

A 14

(both of which were Miin stations).

NEAC alsc had responsibility for the Greenland part of the DiW
Line extension beyond Cape Dyer. In iviruary 194, the Join® Zhiefs
of Staff approved a line from C.re Dycr across Greenland to Iceland,
to the ‘laeroes, and w, a terminatics coint in Serotland. They alne ajp-
proved a southern line to Cape irewell, Greenlond, nand on to the
Azires,

NTA7 was glvem recpensibtility in early 1490 fo ;Euvulug,,ﬁmple-
men* ‘ng, and operating Lhe Greenland part of these extensions.™ T The
rcute of the line was to be frem Zhape Dver over Lo Holstleinsbor,s,
Greenlund. A high-powered radar wns to be installed 2t the luttler
site. Possibly also, both Dyer and Holsteinstorg «.ull get jissive
detection equipment t0 Increase low level siveryie.

The line would split coming out of Hclsteiusbtorse 7Re easicrn
part would cross the ice cap te Tkateq, *he lovntion of « Werid T
landing strip (BE-2)s A heavy rodar wis %c be placet theree Going
south, a high-powered radar was 2 te tliced at Cape Inrewell,

RESPONSIBILITY FOK NORITIHEAST AIR DEFENSE
GIVEN 1O CUNMAD

At mid-1955, the Joint Chiefs of [+ -£7 completed a world-wide re-
organizntion plan which they calledi the Unified Ccmmand Plan. Tts aim
was a nmore efficient structure and reduced 2o0s5t. It achieved this by
censtlidating organizations anad el:uin.ing the nxtess superstructures.

Under the Unifed Command Fliun, ;Hﬂ U. S. Nirtheast Comannd was
disestablished on 1 September 17¥5.% fesponsiciiliy ©r air defens
of the Northeas? was given to QGN.h.* “he latter designated NEAC as a
csuvbordinate jJoint ccmmind responsible £ o U, &, air delense activities
in the Northeast.49 '
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« Mor hPﬂ<t ag used here means doint tHe & ni1tian and the Green-

1and areas.
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This was an interim arrangement <nly, however, tor {t was planned
that NEAC would follow USNEC as socn us possible. This date was
eventually set as 1 April 1957.

On this date, USAF discontinued N¥AC. The Air Detense Command
and the Strategic Alr Command divided *the Alr Force units and property
+hat had been under NEAC. ADC tong cver the YSAF air defense fcrces
(tncluding the 6ith Air Divisicn).”"  anr elsc tuak fUBBCSS1IoN of
Tepperrell AFS and all U ACWw sta‘ions. EAC assumed ownership of

OTTCrTCia ArD
Gocse, Harmon, Thule, Narsarssuak, Jcmidrestrom, znd Frovisher Bay air-

S.

fort. Finally, ADC succecded WEAC in Ilts rcsponsivilities for support-
ing zand operating the DEW Line statisns in Canada and Creenland,

wceraong ThHe Army antliuir-
- eraft grour in the area,
4ﬂ°ﬁ.h\\ the Tth at Thule, had
Podte R d Sl \ Y teen assigned to the U.C.
.<¢;;>st353 ”:’ Armyg&@r Defense Ccmmanid
J17>00F T b in 1%o,
QUL <2 M A
f.s z/wwy_ : L As noted earllier,
- 2 ;4_{‘12_,-_.__ S the RCAF 2ir Defence
13:?; oees Y., ' Command had operational

contrel of the U, S,
air defense forces in
the Canadian porticn of
the NTAL area. Tnis
arrangement remained.
However, a3 ncw agree-
ment, dated 1 January
1957 w23 sigrned by
General Earle F. Parte
ridge, CCNAD's Com-
mnder-.-Chied and Alr
Vice Marshaul L.
Commander of the RCAF
Air Defence Zommnnd.
It provided that the

Te wWra
e WILY,

Alr

’ 30
fppendix
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for a ccrmplete lis
units.
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Cfficer Commnding the RTA¥ AD! would exercise operaticnal control
over 211 U. 8. air defense forces in whit wias termed the Northenst
Area (see infet nreceding page ) through JINCONAD s sut rrdinate come
minder in the area.? T alr defense forces liste? in this agreement
were squudrons, bases, airceruft, AZW units, GOC wnite, cormmunications
uni‘'s, and Aantiaircraft units. COperaticnal conirul wis detined as the
vow:r of directing, ccordinating, and c.ntrolling the cperational
activities of deployed units. Redeplovment of units was sypecifically

1N 1t e~
~

"x&‘lu'.i{:(i. -
TONAD estsilished the Zhth CONAD D
and uesignated the division 1ts sabordinzte Joint &

mender in the Northeast.’? The area of responsit f’
oY) Division inciuded the Northeast *rea as lef{.n-d Ly tie
* I azreement, the DEW l.ine ilentificn*i n =zone fc:r the regicn which
wtAs (ADC after 1 April 1957) had respuonsibility, ~ad Greenland (in

1ccordance with the terms of the 17351 Danish « ', I, agrecwcent).

slen effective L o loril 1997
Ir qefonne ccn-

. . ]

Lty 0! the fnwth
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Avio DIX I

AIR ODLFRNSE UNINO & OLTH CSUtAD DIVISILL loies

(As of* 31 December 1950)=

Taterceptor Antiaircrait
Squalirens AC4 Units . Units Cther

ase Uni- tace

L

Uqit ase Unit 3ase tnit

5)ta Goos ALOth Hiarmon 7th AAA Gp Thule 6630tn REV/ECM Goose

<1t larmaon | 6lilst Goose 127th RAA bBtry Geoce 62¢ GO3C Det Gan! r (RCAF)
{.e Thule | 6L24 Popperrell (Au;/mentation)
Det #1 Elliston Ridsee
92Ctn Resolution Is.

y2lst . Anthony

Uit #L =% Harbour
Dot #2 L1 Scie

|972d Carturi -=*
Nt Al Cit Thrcat 16,

Mgy

oot 52 3z0ted 1.,

9714 “Hpedale

wt gl Cape Matxovik
o 92uth Saclek 2y
CE 17 th Trozister bay
£ 71ist, rule
L= Det £ lce Cap ‘
e 27¢tn Gand. r (RCAF)
= T 5UVHCY: O.th Alr Biv (Det), Comman: Miscien trosress Suwary, Jdanuiary 1957, p e

BN -
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- ¢ [+ Lortheast Area, 15 used here, Commn i

ireoudel both Canada and (reen-

E land, EEE T Teraerional Co

o wooLpe rational centrol off CUNAD fopces

(R ir. the Caadian Northeast was to bic ¢ees0csseso00eve [ i itlov e
exercised by the Air OfCicer Commmande .nterotal
ir.c the RCAF Air Defence Command
throuesn CINCULADYs subord.nate 3 int
air cetense cornander in the Lorthe 1 Aoril 2
east., ’
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APPENDIX TIII

KEY COMMANDERS

NEWFOUNDLAND BASE CCMMAND

17 Jaauary 1941 - 16 July 1al: Col'nel Maurice D. Welty
16 July 1951 = 02 September 1941: Prig. Gen. H. W, Harms

22 Teptember 19L1 - 18 October 1W4l: ‘olonel Maurice D. VWelty

. ..18 Cetober 10LY o 7 January 13 M. Gen., %erald €. Trant

7 January 1943 « October 19Wh: Brig. Gen. John B. Brooks
Octover 194k « 1 January 1Gi6: Prig. Men. Samuel Connelil
1 January 1945 - 20 Janumry 1946: Cclonel Albert L. Fdson
20 January 1946 - 1 July 1949: Brig. G-n. Caled V. Haynes

1 July 1949 = 1 October 1¥%0: M). Gen. Lyman P. Whitten

RORTHEAST CCMMAND AND NORTHEAST ATR “OMMAND

1 October 1950 - 20 March 1992: M !, Gen. {Hymwn £. ¥hit:en
20 Mirch 1952 - 31 July 195k: Maj. Gen. Charles T. Mvers

1 September 1395 - USHEC:

31 JUly 1951‘ b | April 1957 - NEAC: Lt. Gen. Glenn 0. Barcus

6Lth AIR DIVISION (DEFENSE)

8 frril 1992 - 12 Seplember 1952: C-l-nel Willard S. Migalhaus

T

12 Teptember 1952 - 20 May 1%L: Col n~l Charles R. Bend Jr.

T T Co T

Ay

PR



Y

HissiFiED

2 May 1954 - 1 December 195L: Tolene)l Charles B. Downer

1 December 105 - (2) Zolone: Walince R. Jordnn
(?) - 23 July 195%: Colonel Joseph Mycrs
23 July 1955 - L amin 05k Colonel Carroll W. McColpin
NP RIASTA RricAlon. £RarineBadnas
Fith ~ONAD DIVISION .
CL\ Caevae & Wy M< CN.‘-M
1 spril 1957 - Bolin_Lna Rhictlea~Be R
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