
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Description of document: US Air Defense in the Northeast 1940-1957, Continental 
Air Defense Command (CONAD) Historical Reference 
Paper Number One (1957) 

 
Requested date: 19-March-2025 
 
Release date: 04-August-2025 
 
Posted date: 29-September-2025 
 
Note: This document is part of a group of NORAD/NORTHCOM 

Historical Papers available here. 
 
Source of document: FOIA Request 

HQ USNORTHCOM/CS 
ATTN:  FOIA Requester Service Center 
250 Vandenberg Street, Suite B016 
Peterson Air Force Base, CO 80914-3801 
Fax: 719-554-2619 

Email: n-nc.peterson.n-ncspecialstaff.mbx.cska-foia-omb@mail.mil 
 FOIA.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
The governmentattic.org web site (“the site”) is a First Amendment free speech web site and is noncommercial 
and free to the public.  The site and materials made available on the site, such as this file, are for reference only.  
The governmentattic.org web site and its principals have made every effort to make this information as 
complete and as accurate as possible, however, there may be mistakes and omissions, both typographical and in 
content.  The governmentattic.org web site and its principals shall have neither liability nor responsibility to any 
person or entity with respect to any loss or damage caused, or alleged to have been caused, directly or 
indirectly, by the information provided on the governmentattic.org web site or in this file.  The public records 
published on the site were obtained from government agencies using proper legal channels.  Each document is 
identified as to the source.  Any concerns about the contents of the site should be directed to the agency 
originating the document in question.  GovernmentAttic.org is not responsible for the contents of documents 
published on the website. 

http://www.governmentattic.org/NORAD-NCOMhistFilesCat.html
mailto:n-nc.peterson.n-ncspecialstaff.mbx.cska-foia-omb@mail.mil?subject=FOIA%20Request
https://www.foia.gov/agency-search.html?id=74454e69-7304-41a7-8060-4c1c12678e7d&type=component


\ .. 

1 

- ... -~.. . - ' 
' . 
I ., 

• 1 

.. ' . 

HISTORICAL RE1◄-~1(ENCE 

NU IviBEi{ 

Hcadquartc rs 

C ontinental .A.ir Defense Con1r11anJ 

! •;:~: ·1 • •' •• 
tt .. •. ~. 

ONE 



NORTH AMERICAN AEROSPACE DEFENSE COMMAND 

MEMORANDUM FOR NORAD/PAX 

FROM: HQ NORAD/NDC 

SUBJECT: Declassification Review of Historical Document 

HQ NORAD has conducted a thorough review of "US Air Defense in the Northeast 1940-1957". 

A determination has been made to <l~classify the docuMent and make it releasable to 
Canada. 

cc.: Ho 

FiJH T!ff-. COMMON DF.FJ,NCi: 

THOMAS M. PETITMERMET, Colonel, USAF 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Director, NORAD Support Staff 
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MEMORANDUMFORNDCt 

FROM: NORAD PAX 
Attn: Mr Johnson 

8 March 1995 

SUBJECT: Declassification Review of Historical Document 

I. PA is responsible for processing NORAD specific public infonnation requests IA W NORAD 
Regulation 35-6, Applicability of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and Canadian Access 
to Information Act (ATIA). The historical summary, "US Air Defense in Northeast 1940-57" was 
requested by a private citizen who is writing a history on CONAD and NORAD operations. 

2. Using applicable Security Classification Guides, please have appropriate directorate security 
managers review the attached historical summary for possible downgrading and/or declassification 
of portions of the document or all ofit. Additionally, please make a determination as to 
releasability of this document to Canadian personnel (RELCAN). 

3. Please conduct a line-by-line review and use brackets or a highlighter for that information 
deemed exempt from public disclosure and cite the applicable exemption. 

4. Once an action officer/security manager is assigned to review this document please have that 
individual contact me (4-3714) so we can discuss in greater detail. 

5. Request release determination be provided undersigned by 24 March 1995 if possible. 

Plans/Policy Officer 

Attachment: 
Historical Summary 
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PREFACE • 

This pA.per seeks to brinQ; tog~ther as.succinctly a.s 
-posc!ble !\ll ,:,f th~ 1nfonoo1.ion currently available in the 
Headquarters CON/1.D historic~l ~rchlves on the subject of 
United St~tes air defense in the Northeast. 

'!be priblry purpqse of ¥these reference papers 1s to 
raake_the0 reccrd of subjects of pRrticular interest Rt the 
moment available to CON.t\D officers ~s quickly as possible. 
Lo.ter, if t.;.~re is a need for it, the subjects (or a:;pects 
thereof') vill be treated more comprehensively 1n full- " 
dress historical mcnographs. 

ThP historical office vill welcome any suggestions for 
1mprovir~ the form.or content of the papers to better meet 
their purpose. • • 

Ent Air Force ~e 
Color~do Springs, Colorado 
1 April i957 
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HOW THE UNITED STATES 

OBTAINED BASL.:S I:'~ TIIE NORTHE/\ST * 
n • 

0 

wllen war ·brt>kc 'm.:t in 'Europ~ in 1 JD, the peoi:;le of tht: Uni tcJ. 
States be:=:unc worric:l 'lbrn"t the securlt.y of this hemisphere. Their 
ccn-.:-crn 6rev •,dth the ·success of the Nazis. By Jun'.? 1940, they locked 
acr8ss the oce~n with r.ome anxiety: Germany had overron Poland, Nn,­
way, Dennnrk, 1.nd the Lo..., Count!"ics; France h:td colln.ps~d ru:d. Italy 
had joined her Axis partner. The British F~editionary Force had 
bare1y escaped from Dunkirk. A ccm~let~ :0eis victory in Europe seemed 
prc't:iblc. 

. 
America realized that Germany might next wn.lit to take over Euro­

pean colonial pos:.c:rn1ons in the Nev 'Wcrld ., By so doing, 1 t could 
lodge itself at the door5tep~ cf either American continent. With such 
base3, the air veapon had ominous potentialities. 

The danger zones were obvious. Iceland, GreenlJtnd, nnd N<' .. fnund­
land lny as stepping-stones bctveen Norvay and the New England-Nev 
York area. Ia the South Atlantic, Brazil was a likely avenue of ap­
proach. 

Beginning in 1939, th~ U. s. had taken a number of steps to com­
ba"t the threat. It entered O 

into n\.U'DCrous agreements w1 th the other 
A.-nerican nations to achieve solidarity and build a total hemispheric' 
defense. 'these agreements included the Act of Havana in July 1940 
vhich provided that the American republics might take over the ad­
miniotmtion o~ the threatened territory of non-American nations.° 

Another important b.nk, bringing Canada intc- the inter-America.."l 
se~uri ty system, came in August 1940 vi t..h the creation of the Canada­
United States Pernnnent Joint Board on Defense. 

0 

• The term Northeast, as used 1n this paper, ~an5 the entire 
area vnere U. s. forces oper~tcd including NevfoundlanJ, l.;3.brado~, 

__ Northeastern C&.nadn. and .Grcen'!.~nd unless othcr,,,.is~ d~fin~d. 

l 



Jn ~he meantime, U. S. milit,ary ·i.nu civil authorities had been 
•• :e~i<lng nddi.tiona.l anci 'great.er {;afe~i·1rd.u. In the ::.ur.rncr of 19ho, ·the 

l'rt-., iJcnt bcgnn ncgoti'J.tine vi1.h Bri ~ J ~h Amb:u:.;sJJ.dor Lord I.ot.htWl for 
thP. /\.mcr1r1\Il lea:;c of British b::1ses, tb•.! "rent,l" to t.akc the form of 
fifty over-age destroyers. 

~ 

On 2 September 1940, t.h; negotla~ions vere completed. In ex­
ch1nge for·the Jestroyers, the U.S. got ninety-nine-year leases for 
b1Jc:; in N~vfnundlnnd, Bermuda, Eriti~h Guiana, Antigua.~ Trinidad, St. - , 
Luci'l, J~ica, and the Ihhnnns.• Tii•.! Jelullcd .. lc::isc n.c:-ccmcn•,:; ve~ 
not sign.ed until M·1rch 19~1. .But by tilat time, Arr.cr~can t _roops vere . 
~ l re'.tiy 1n· Ne..,.f0undlR.nd. 

Ne~t, the U. s: cbt!l!ned rt~htr. t') build base~ ln Greenland. an 
9 April 19'il, the::.e rights were !:;ecureJ tn a pact signed vith the 
D,~nL,h min1st~1• in Wa.t.id.ngton, !-fonr1k de Kauffn:i."'ln. -wtl!ch provided for 
,"\rneri~ defense of Greenland as a 01nish colony.~ 

The U. S. put f~:-::ie~ ~n La't:rador., a depenclency of ?fovfoWldlnnJ 
'Jhit:h ~:; a. Driti:;h cr~vn r::ol!my qf, this time, through an agreerner.~ 
made by Canada.... In late 1940, Ne'wfoundland had granted land to 
Canada near Goose ,Bay in Labradur fc,:::- 'Y) year:;. 3 '!his agre1?ment had 
also provided that the base wh i (:h Cn...,.'J.::in had said slu~ would build be • 
:r.atli:- nva.ila.t.J e to U. ~. planes for th,:, duration and for such tioe 

·after as the go·:c~nts agreed 1Jas necessa.rr,. The first plane ever 
to land at Geese c;une in on 9 December 1941. :+ 

U.S. FORCES IN THE NORTHEAST DURING WORLD WAR II . ' 

The destroyer-base deal provided that the U.S. would have title 
for 99 years to three base areas in Ne•..foundland, 0ne . ""1Z locnt~ 
near St. John's (Fort Pepperrell), a second at Argentia {Fort 
~Andrew), and a third at $tephE>nvill'e (Ernc:.t .Harmon). Construction 
of ti1ese bases, "--h i ch started in ftpril n.nd May 1941, took ·almost ex­
actly two years to finish. However, t.hey ,were all occupied vi thin a 
few JUOnths aft.er vork started. 

* Derumrk r '3 tified this r1.gre~ln('nt in :9L5 vi th some min~r 
ch!1.n~es. See•note, p,3-ge 9, for dir.cussion of :')51 "agreement betveen 
Dcnmn.rk and the U. S. ., 

2 
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-The n~~t. - t.r001:s 11rrived in fk-1Jf'c,un-i1and, ....,hich h:i.d bPen "give:, r 

err.r-h•t3i5 t-y• t.ii; PJ?.6, i_- .. _.r0re an:,- b11se ,:~c:n3t.rw:.,. !on st:-u··t.e,-f _.., on ;-, ·, 
r ,,., - c;""' r· t\ i "' , ·1~~-'1.ry , ._,,.,. , £•C- . , •·:; , u:i.se oc("U), ca .n.:; n • •'CTpOr,1:-y tent ::ru:-:y ne~r 
~t. John_':r c:,l:vd ".':~r .;\lexanc.Jer. ~Jcarr.y Fort Pepp~rrell' (rena .. "!le,i .. 
i\•,.p·rr-r~: !',1r T.1"lr::c H1:;•~ on p; ,T:m~: 19-'·'·!~ .. recr.ive,i 1,_5 f!r~t tr'1C\ji 
~n N-.,v~r.t,c-~ J1l/4l. 

'T'a t-i'l<P. ~h!lri:;c 0:· IJ. S. fo:-<.:c-s !l.nd fri-:ilitlc~, •:-w r:c..,.fnundh.n:i 
!~lCf' t~r.-nnr.i ·.m3 a~•-i·,11•.ec! '.lflGl'l' ttin r.r,1!1':\:1nri r,f' C'-::-le::·:~ :~-:-..;,:-; '.: C :. · 

·,;.~1•.y. r.1c hf":.t,h;wi:-•ers of' fl.r: nc .... (!O~lntl ...,:,:; ~•~'l.-··l ·1t 1-',,rt 
:,.•:·,·errc~:. -r:~--- He"'! .!:: . .nrtcrs.,rn1 !i(':-t<111J'trters lJe!n;t.:r:-·::-:· n~ t.hc "le1,;­
r l.rd l ·1r.r! 3'1r.•" '."'"l!'".~n-i v-is act. i va t.<"'1 r.11 l; J:!:1.;'lry l !;, 1 , n t-cnrd • ~ie 
sh:!"' t :1 ·-,1 C!'"Ol.:/.:ht t ! 1e fir!;t,' tr,)r.!)3, 

., 
~e !;c':.rrcun"ilnrd p.;r;c Cn1Jl.'l,111i (rm:;) .... as a:;:;ir.wu to the rbrth­

,:,~.-;!.crr: (la1c:"" :.9.i.n,ern) Defense 80M.'l'.l.I1d whose :,n~~ in1.:1uJcd t_~e "east 
~(•:t.;• .. of ·~\e U?1it1.::i ~:·itcs. -rl1i~ ,,..,:1:: one of ' th,~ four- r('f.: ,:1ul cnrn­
:-:"-'!:1-:.i::; :-t:!:~c::is!L~r:- ::r:r ::i.ir•t~!"uuni ci~fensc. rm:_;·~ ::.1:;~~~-n ...,.,_s to ~ro-· 
.,-::fr ~r~·:nl, n.nt.1air:r'lf-t., nnj !n.rbc!" defense of U. ::;. babt"'f.. in Ne-w-

--.t'.:;, •• ;11::u.11. to wed( with,CAfl"lfl-"1 '1n d(•t)'?1~ing n.-.-... ~~-_,\.l!:d:!.:?.!"'!:i, and t_o co­
,-,r ,. ,· -tt,f> • i. , h U,e r~ v y in Newfour,d Vm i ,J <' rr--ns·e. 

t.m,.,..ri~<t!'I rlr,nf.'s, ~ix B-lA·s, n.rr:vcJ in N<:>..,foundlanc.! 0!1 the i'irst 
~'f ~hy 1~1. TIV'.':.1.> fll:-~!"'~f1, t:..•!o~,~i:1g t0 the •1 1M1 ii•!conn'lissance 
'."' ·p;•drou r..f '!h~ rtrJt A1r F'or~e, wPn! to Nt!wfoundl3.nd. Air11ort t.l . t, 
(hn,11•~ Vtr.~. u. :.. ni.r rurcP 1mft.s H.l!l'J ur,(.'ci th~ P.CAF field at 
11cr~)~t:,• t~r:~l:· ft : John's. 

9~th C11nA.da. and. tnc Uni t.~d :;t:ites t,ull t radar station~ in New­
f,'.•und lnnd. The U. :1'. net of five ~tn.tlnns orern.ted w~Jer tlle NBC; 
t !'1;, t of •::<\nn1a und~r the: RCAF' 1 Grou1,. ,·, Hho11gh hot.h sy~ter:t; 'Jere in• 
d0 '1'.lendent, t:.e-., ~9.ch r~~eive<i ,-t::ita frum '111 station::; on t.hc island. 
Beginning in t.he spring of '1944, the ,\merican °s t.aiions w-ere phased 
c·.-r:::- tc -:.~c . RC,u· so th-1t f..meric'l.n r,cl'sonn~l eoulcl be moved t.o mort? 

·'l:i i ve ·t.hea~ers. 

Ir;), Gree:.land. i:,1·lnit1ry respunsH,i li ( y fer development of fn.cili- , 
tie::: fe11 t6 ~.he l!ni tcd States. I'reliminary ~urv~ys had already been 
m,"ld•: !rnd jn July 1941, a t:-½::;k f'.)r~e of se;rvi~e troops n.rrived,\at 

4 

* See /.q,µcndix III ,for a ~or:1plct,e list. c: f NI£, USNF.C/NEAC, ,wd 
t,;. t !1 ti;_ r 0 !)1 vision c ar.T!nn<fr , 3 . 
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?fnnmrs:.un.k. This !ii~•• h1.d bc•'!l•_..,hoscn ns , rn'lj0r stll.ginr-; In!;(' be­
tvecn Labrndor 'lnd Nc..-f:,unrllnnl~. t.:ork be~ ::it nnc~ on th,· bl'l.Gf', 

whkh 'JJlS giv~n the code name n:uiP \,;est Cne (B',./-l ), n.nd tlie firct. 
pln.ne set down on 24 .r~rnuary 1 ... ~. 7 

...,ork.on n :.econd w?st co..1.~;t Lase r~Jrther north, ~:~:1drr::.•:·0r:, ,, 

~ Blule \..'est Eight, began in SeptPmbcr 1(_1:.1. /1. third ficLl -.. ~,s pl.iced 
on the east coast' alrncnt direc~ly ncro::;s from BW-1 nt An~~!:i:;nl 5..;,; 
In, ..• _ "'--•...,, 
\.U•• ..... t; L.JQ.~\, '-J• 

A Greenla..n..i Base Com;;.,.;;d ;.-t ~h hcrd .i~-1.!'"·-e:-s a~ ;'j, ,::- ,;•,r~::•;11 k w·ts c::;­
to.bl ishcd tn ~nke eharg'! uf the ll. 8. forr•~!i find f11.cilP·_:.cr:; un U1t::-

,. isVmd. Colonel BenJ~n F. Giles •.nr, its first co~,ni.1•r. Trw !'irst 
mi~ '. .:'"'n of the GBC \.ra.S to coorcr·t t e '"'itii !.he U. '..;. ~h·.7 a .. "1j •.iie i.;nitc·! 
N'lt 1r:-tns forcec; tn dPf1•nding grPt>nb.nd '\nd t.o r'.:;t:t.Lli~.ii fie':dt: for 
staging nlrcraft t o !:)l~land.u nie r.n~, 1=3.:-; t.hf• N"Pr., -..·-i:, 1'VP.n•.unl~y a~;­
Cif;n~ci to the Ens t ern Defense C"r.r.nn,j. 

At Goose Bay ., L'1brador, 'tht! U .. s. forces b·.;~lt c 1_,"J: le'r:- !"a.c!li-
t it!S on the oppos i te Side of the b:i::.e !'1·rim the RC:,F. n1c Ul, i l 'w"':I.G aG­

s ign~d to the Nort h At lanti~ wing ~·erryine Cornm-inl \olhi~h on l July 
l•_7'l•2 became the 'North ,;t.ln.ntic ·,·.ing of t,h!· ,Ur T:· •.l:1s1 .>rt (:c::-a..nd. 

In ~tidition t o •_he nbove t·ls•~:;. • .. -e·! t,h,·r nn:! ccr.r.r:n1 -: a ~. 11..1ns 
stat.ions vert ~ui l t- !'rom. Pnine ~. __ Icel:m1. ·;--:i~ r-. ,·• in.: LirJeJ ~,_; ,-;. Ct1imP, 
L~br~or; Frobisher Ihv, Baffin Island: and P::vllc;Jin~ ·Is1ani. 

By mlJ•l~l.5, th"' wc1r iie!Ja: ~mc n_L ,lt'.:.:i1i-.:d U1d1 Lh•·!"O:::.- ;.r~s :.~ l r n1-~er 
-.. !".,.1Uire~nt. fnr 'l.~ttv"" clPfr>n;;,• nf ~.Ji,~ a:-~as ,:,f 'he :'forth .=",t!•uitjc 

v !'•. NEt-.r; historin.n Y!rld"" c:. ;;1-• 1nte:-esting com:nen•:.; on ~he ch,·1ke 
of j;·irsarssuak. " The ~xe.ct rf?• ,..; n fer •vhe chci~e 0f thrs~r:.;:.;un.~ is 
not clear. An cn.r ly hbtcr--.r c!· ''1!~ ·,ir T!"<1.0~port C0r.t"l..,_nd in Gr~enl~r.J. 
remarks that in t he late spring .;r c1rly !;''."'"1:IY'!" of l'}·•l !l r,ar--..y sur­
veye i 5(: 'Jthl.,'"'5'PTT1. <;:-~".!nl~d •~;; '1 Fl.thf•!" . .!.~•hl r.-~1.nn~r.· r : ·'-']. _;_5 ,:. ap­
pen,!,; lb:it 13. ~jo r Gorlinsic:y o~ ·:1'? c.n!-; i: I': '!:- :; 1~;_>1 ,1·:., _1 c,n ~he\ ::;it,.: 
vl•hout qctually 'lisi•iag it. :i • s ;~~r.,, 0f . __ .:·.·;f•l, tl :..: t. -..~1~n t.he trlsk 
for: P. ar:-~·,ed ln J•Jly, t.hr•y f t, .:;, ;-.:. t. c:r,,v,.:1 . ' ·..: 1, :t rn.- is !-; u !' l•,:·,:-.~ 

" rnr r, .:, f,1r which :hP.1;- 1?1uiprr1Pn'. . ,,_ , :n11..!•.::---;, ·~·1·,: . ':--he : f>:1Tl •r;, :·: :n:; Ky 
Gc.1vel' V'lS i!,i·:cn t o 'hi? ;..: hci··: 'i ll.'' ,i-..:ot.!~~ :J ·• ~ r~-r: .. ·.c, ! !.:.. ~ :_ ~ ; er-_ 
n!~'"n~ 1:1 ~he r: .:. :- t. hc:1.:-i, l '?L 1

. )- ~ ,. ~-. t": 11 ! ~ . 
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ba.:;~s. The mission of th~ rmc • .-~!; chnn~ed to i,..!·,,vi<ling 1.ocal r.~:::.11·1ty 
for ,,nd nnintaininP, U. S. Amr::,· irn;tall,t.ions, tn facili t.atc operations 
of the .l\ir Transport Cont'n'lnd,,..a11•l to maintain ! i,ison "With of.h~r U. s. 
and I\ 11 ied mil i t11ry 11.P.f"!nc ies. :-t 

Zoon 1\fter, the Greenland 13:ir;f'.' Ccrnrrnnd n.ncl thi:? U. ~. f,rr:r,J forc:es 
in l.Jlbrador and eastern c~nru:i~ \Jere pl:1.ced undl.!r the NOC. i\nd bot.h 
the NBC a..nd the GBC we!"c relie·.-e,i !'rnm ·1s:.;igrunent to the ,::.~stern Dc­
f,-;-,ci,. r.nlffl'\Anrl anri 1'!M!=.i~~rl t.n t.hP .-.ir T~·,ins!'f\rf ,"nr,,nnn.!, Th"' l~+ ♦ ~!" 

h('r.1U!'lf"' the Milit.1.ry Air Transpnrt. ;;-~:-~.•: ~,! on l ,J,;n~ 10h,~. Th!n -i.r­
rnnP,ement continued ,mt 1 l ln t ~~ Ll';-'l, 

B)' the latter dntc, th(' thr(',1°;, o!" ~1 Ru~~hn "l!~ ,i,•.tn.~t. L.1.d er~• 
at0.<1 rt new neeid for ,iir df:>fcnsc ·1.ni cm..:sed a ne .. • , \,l i :- 11p to o~ !3·-a:-t­
ed. The next ten yearn would see :i much gre~-<:cr :Jierican for::e in the 
Nor-t.heast aref£ t,hn.n bad been t.h,~:-e in the -pr'?CP.'1::·.w ?.f>n y,:-nr<-. 

On f October 1950. the Joint '~r1it•fs of :i•.af:" ~!it:1blbhed. •,h~ 'J. ~. 
Northe::i.st Comrmnd as n unified co:!1Tl/t11d. The purpcsc .r..1s ''tn r>rovidc a 
mo:--c direct operatior~l c::.ntr,,l t,y tiK J,-,1nt C'h.i\..":·b ur ~;t,;1f.i.' uvcr u. :::,. 
for ~0 .- on bn.,. ... .- •n ,....,n.,,l ... " 1n·l '".-~"nl..,•n~ "lO u-·~----,,. -1,.,.•on ,r-- •-~-..., ,~ ...... u .., -l.. · :, .- ........ • \J, ,_~... ,,,.. ..... o . . .. , •. , J ~14 .., .. ,,J. ..;,1,~ -..\} 

defen-1 the U. s. from attack thrcugh t.h':" n.rctl~ regions in the north­
e>ri.st ~rea, defend the u:-:m:c are'l, and support s .. ,~, !l"-~, nnd nt.her 
mil!· :i::-; n.nd g~·.·cr.;:ni::i.~.'ll agen-: lc-·5 usinp; r:ortli•:.t:,, l,;l;..t!s .11 Tr1e hP1ld­

quart.ers \.ffiS pln.ccd 11•. Pepperrell AFB. 

1':,lso on l o~~:.d,et·, ·usAr' reij,:v,.,i thf> Ne"I.Tf0undi11.n<i En.Ge ~r-~'lnd. 

f?"C!'!l 11ssignr.ient to M:,TJ a."lu redesii;.nc1te~ it the Nor~hc~::;t ,",i:- Cc;;;--..:i.,.! 
~s 'l m:1Jor comrrnnd of the /\lr Force and :1~ the Ai?" F'orr.::e cc:ir;)onent of 
u::::m-;c. i..: A!.l u:1i ts of the NBC F,r,d the Greenland &i~e Cumnn:,d VPrr. ,.-,-
si;;;~~:.! t.~ NE/\C. A.;:d. N:-:AC be~:>-•m.• respc,nsible for ~l! 
founllrmd, t.abr1dor ·, eastern c,ir1:1dn., anJ Greenlan,J. 

!"ur.::es in Ne...,­
~hj0r 0-:nerR l 

tym·ui r. ~:t.ten who had :::~::-:,m-1.nJf-J the rmc vas nam:-:J. COt'Ul\>1.llder of to!.:, 

tr--!ff ~ ri n1 :'lF' .AC • 

;cE.1\(: di scc-nt tnucd the Grecnln..n,l R.1se CoT!Tllin<l <;n 1 J Cc ..._vL·el4 l 'J:>:-' , 
subs· i t.uting in its ph.ce (12 Decerobe:r ~}r,0) the G.:-i·•?n.:and ,\ii· B.'1:3~ 

Ccrm:-.tnJ.13 It w'lG to cont.rel :-l.) ~ U. S. :-o::-ce.; in G:-,.·~~nhnd •.:i th ~:'IP 

exccpt:)n of ~ho.:;e 11t tile ih'.:al (>1e'i'l.t.ln1; H-1:;e, Grcniahl. ;~~--.::; 'tl::o 



• I 

.. ! 
.. i :l'F,'\~ -..··~; ~-he only cc~:::nent "f t.1.; ~fF.C. !ki~h.:::,· ~he ,\rr.;y r.or :.uc 

?fa vy ever es tatl ished ccrq::onent ~::::n:,nr:ds. But. : -. :-my and ilav:, ofLCt!f & 

cerveli on t.he staff of U:m;c. TI1E~ :,i1· rurce c!'!'"iccr:, :;crve-J in tiu:11 
j,;.i'.ions -- or. the staff of NE,\C mid en 'he ~~~.:1ff cf' !J::~;;.;:. 

TI1is resulted in the problerr. of one cormvu,.! pred.crcin'.1t!: . .;. n1e 
!:rt, 1~ h!storio.n ~x~1laineJ the sit:lt~~ 11 in 1r,r;~: 11 

-...·eari:1~ twc. h:iu; ca~acd ra-L'1:'," proble~ , .. 1L.:.rln~ t"::~.· nr:;t 
:vertr. f'rimnrily, th~re wa~ dl::·tcul ty in lletcmtr.:nr; .hl.:h 
3.ulhcrity to use. With one (•f!"iccr ac:inr-~ for·-·.:, ~Clr.i.,n,J~, 
p.:1!.! lewle:nc;,· d~·.-~lor,,d. f.o l:.-:r,1..,re the Uni'...c-i Staie!). :'• ,.-~.r.~•:1,:.;t 

C'Jrr:n.1.nd entirely. ?ar~-icul~1!"~,Y 5inc:c NF.\:~ ·•'I~ ,.he ::•i•:• 
·1~ency in mcst instance::; auJ u:.:rrs,:: j..j.ir..-,:·!ly for J-'l,J1:1!n~ 
r,urposes. ThP. 6TU;,e tcnci.en~y r·,,: .St"'i cu'. .;id~ the nr1.;i~1.,;,.-~ .• ?.r.1. 

~c:-rcepcn:ien~~ wh! i:h shr:-1..lJ ., h·•ve bPnn nod resserl ~-" H1P ~r--m.­
tmnder-in-Chief -.ns rnnrked Cc~nl'lding Gener1\l Nr~\r:. 

All" fo~e personnel cor.~iaue:i tn h'.'l:i dual jots, ho..;e\'cr, r1r.ilt do,,m 
tri th•! dR)' th~· usm=:~ '.lnS ntol l:;h,--l :,n ~ ,:,Pp'-•:mbc:- 1,;s~. 

i~~~t of ~h~ NS.!\C h•'nv:, rfld:1J4s ·.;ere nnt4t of t:~e ::;ti.\~ions bullt 
~hrou~hout Canadq under the Cun:~d,q.1?ni tcd StA.te3 !~ade.r E'xt.erJsion Pl.'1."l 

{kn:) .. n as t.he "P1 r.etree' pld.11 ). In •~·~rly 19)0, the Con•-inen•A:il :dr 
C<Jrmr1..-1rad. {ConAC). which 111..is res '.- , _-rJ:,!l:,~·:· for ni;- de fense, dre .. • up the 
firs• pl~. tf'.:'.~.?' !!.pprovP.d this pl~, but it hi• ;:-. cost-;::'..:irizv, ta1~g 
in th~ PJBD. 

"!t. was ~ventUAlly workf:!d out., hoveve~, n.."1d on f; Febri..ia.r"J 1951, 
the rJBD gave !. !.s npproval. The a.;reernen~ .1i th Can . .u..iA. became offi~ia.l 
vi th a ftiTIMl exd1;.ng~ cf di.plc11n '. i 1: nr.: ,,.:;. ,...n 1. !~uc~~ ,, l ?51~ 

-------
• The U. ,.. ·m,J ':an:ldn si~:r:,·,! 'l 11:·tsc r,n - i>c::c:nber i.~1j ::! t.hat 

-~· W\'✓ (' 'b"' U. s. cert11in ri.~•,ht..::; •,_; 7,.)()(J ~,.-'.res c! l ,mi f\1. Gcc::;c ror 20 
y~a1·3. 
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tiNCiAS~lflED 

ThP npprovc<l plnn provijcd f()r ~ t~tnl of :n rnd,1r st.ntlnn::;. Ten 
uf :.h~se went into t be NEf,C 11rc1.. ·or th~ to!-~l, !',M,:-r ka fin'l."lced. :':? 
statit,ru;, Can:id~l. eleven. The U. S. also l'llilllled ::;eventeen of the 
:.rncrkan-finnnccd sto.tionr;. Nim~ of thc~e ::;eventcen were in thP. rrr: .. \C 
aren (eight Plnctree statioris in other Rrco.s of Can~n \o"Prc nnnnP.d by 
AOC): th<- (')nc tldditiona.l st3ti ~n in m:A'.; w-is m;.illne-1 by the HC:,F. 

In !lddition to the ten Pinet~~ ::;t.11.tions l<:ie!\te-.i on Can..'1.-:iinn 
-t"\11 ♦ l,, .. ,..~ r ♦ r, ♦ , ·-... - · ·-·-- \.. ... .:'I' • ,. . .. .. 15• '""' r· . ~ . __ , -··· __ ~ - ~ ........... •- ., ............. 1, '-'' 1..~ILLWlC1. ·.,.e ten inc ,..rec 
st•t•!,....n::i consisted o!" •_hr<'" rtir"?::~ion t:•:ntern r.1.n,i :;even cnrly 'J1ln1ing 
sfati,....n::i, four of \lh.ich h~d CXI capntd .i~y. !n Grcenl·md, there were 
tv:) early w'1lrning stations and a directL1n ~entf:r. An air defense 
con•. rc:l center was built at .i"epperrell ~-?13. 

Pre11min'\r"'f 'Work on the above 13 :s~nfinns, whkn vere cnlled 
NEt,C 's i::el"m'.:lnent syster.,, l>eg!lll c:. 1.') t\c;ust. 19'.J". Ccn.·~c sent a ;;urvey 
pnrt.y to look at sites in Nevfo~::!ln.'ld. Labrador. and Bt\fr1n I~J "-'l·:i. 
US,'\? n~t.hor !zeJ lhe Army ~ginee:-~ to pr-oceed on ~7 M°}rcn 1951 with. 
design nnd construction or the Gites in •hPr.e Ar~~s.lb 

~~1le vork vent !!.he~d on the ~o-call~i perrrnnent system, n five 
station temporary [often referred. to as lasb-u£7 rad.al" net vas thrown 
up. Fm.tr of the !.e~pcrary r~dars \le!"'e in •vhe ~:une ~rr-:1 n~ the p-.:~­
ncnt radars. T"n<! one exception "Ja::; :'.J, st.ntion at M:!'..ndre.t Air Bnse 
vhich adjoine.i the Argcntin ?h,.·1.l ;,!,/1.ticn. The Air Force a~reed !:1 

• United $t>ite3 forces t-i-1 rPm-dne•i in Greenland on the ba.:;ls of 
the 19~1 agreement (men~ioned on png~ ~), which w~s ratified by Denn.irk 
in 191.5. f.. nc..,. agree;nent was completed by Dennnrk Md the U. S. rn 27 
/\prn F'Sl (it '\o'ent in•o fo.r::<! e,n 8 June 1951). 'Ihi~ i1p;reemcnt w~s 
?Md<! A.l tht! rcque6t or the Nort.h Atlant.ic Treaty Org--,.-niz:ition w:iich 'lor.l:.'.i 

fc~ed :y the n£itionG s iviing the :-Jorth ,'\tlant.1c 'J're:ity in LJ:~'). Both 
Der.ui.erk n.nd t'1e U. s. zigned. this tren ty. NA'ro aske--i th..'l. t the t· .. o 
nations nt'range for- the use of r:1c1li ties in Greenl:inJ. by the armed 
forces of the p~rtiP~ ti') t.he ?1!-.'r'J 1:-; dcfcn~c cf the :i01·Lh ALbntic 
Tre3.ty ure~. The agreement provid~d for t..hc mutual use of bflses ,i.nd 
oth•~r focilit.iPs in Grecnlri.nd r.tr,,i gunrnnt.t=i:'U :lat ~-=i~ s~)\'C:-c!p;nty of 
t.hc Kini:,:Iom of Dennnrk "WOUld not be prcJudice<.i4 The ~grccr:v.m: ,' t~:: 1 ng 
in implementation of the r;ort.h ,\'.l<tnt.ic Treaty, i..r:iz to r<?l'!Ylin 1n ,~r­
fect for the duration uf the Ncnh ;,~L3.nUc Trc11ty. ~1:..l~ ,'\i:-- B.1.se 
'Jt.S built. by the U. ~. :is n resu~t. cf t.hi~ A-grecment.. It ..r<lS cr,m;,let­
ed in l953. The complct.e Dcru:n:-t..-U. S. a,.~rc,.!~nt r:ny l.,e <Jbt11.i~c-.1 frun 
the Dir~ctm"Rtc of Cmra?i•tn<1 HiS'Pry, He,., .. :.:;~:lr~crs CC~~,;:,. 
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l :1'.J?. to get out of M:: /\nd rew on , 1r Lw: :· >re 1 Ju I y l )j;. The pt: rrrrlnen t 
locat1rm of the unit r.nnning P.i!j '"·' :' i,:;n t cc.:nc 1-{e3~l:.:.'.icn !.:;}:i.nd.. 
Ti1ese five stations r..-ld. c!.thc:-- 'h~ :",~: / c:Ps- :- "!" 'h•~ .t•N/TPS-lB ~~ til<'ir 
SP.f1.rc.:h rau~r r11iJ. elt?.t!, the ,·\:: :' ~-~:·ri-:. , .. :- ~-~ •:~ .\:: /:I'~-!. ~: ~~-:-- •:. :.: ir h<-:!;~~t. 

findcr.17 .. 

To man these stations, n!:· nn.• : --:--nl t~unrd units 'JCr"l.! 1callcd llp !n 
August 1951. 'niese verc the H,~,.Liqu , :·•er" l~;- 'li :,,-:'w. Grc u;,, :rnJ the 
1::';~.h, le-6th, 107th, l0<3 th , ard ~h" -, ._-,th ,"-.CW ST :·•drcn:;. ;, !'tern 
rcriod of tr;lining in the U. S., th, y mC;vcu to :~i-:,-,t; :.n ~::c ~p·.in;; ::.,1 

1n::; 2. 1i3 By the sumr.ler of 1952, the •cm; , ·r:.t.ry :H.a4..lonG .... er,.: in oper­
~t~cn. 

t.lz~ 1n t.he Si:'!'"ing c:' lC/•, th•.• •:.l,t h ,;i !' f)i ·tisi.:.n {:)~!\.:ns~) .,_.:ts 
act.i•✓ated at Pepperrell ,'1.FB. 1-' The l:,?rJ l\C',,; Grcu~l •.ns ~r.sir;rn!d t r_. it. 
In December 1'152, the ~roup, th•· lLo lh ,'.J~~ ~-1u:.1dr( n, 'l:11 ~t1..• divisbn 
wer·,~ 1nn.ct1vatcd. ,"\t. the ~~!.~r • !::-_• ~-hc1 :!!•:!~l~:1 '--~t~ !'""t!r.:.;t .- ~tll~!~. - t .1:; 

J\ 'l'lble of Dis:.l"ibuti:m ur,~!. :~!1li all U. ~;. ,d!' def,m.-.•• unit:~ .i.ti ~••'-' 
No rt.111..!nGt. nsr,ip;ned to it./\J T'w: force 11t tlli:; time \MG f!\',• :.•: · .. • 
tq:ndrons (lO;th, 10,•'·., l ~}!.h, ·r. 10th, and 931zt) :.i.n'.! or1i .• iw.•~r•:•:ptor 
squwfron (t.he '.j'Jth). Th~ n~v /.c·..: :J.p·llir:·n, the 93ln~., hatl tc·~n 'L'ti­
,,/\t.ed in November ti: t·,,w t.hc r ,j. ,u.:t.· ,- f T!l(I Jet.ac.ti1i.mT. or th,• l ~>. ·1 
Group which had been s,:•rving M Thule.?). 

,,,. . ·' .. . , .. . 

. ~ 
105th ACW SqlioJ,o,;; L :21, Harmon AFB 

11 
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AD.X 

L-;:: 
ttD: 

ADi.J:: 

T' - . ' ... --. 
ADOC 

L-3~ 
EW/GCI 

I 

Locol1011 

Peppcrrell 

Red Cliff, 
Pcpperrell 

Ha rrnon A rn, 
St.erhenvi llf'.', 
N flct. 

Thule, 
Greenla.nJ 

Unit 

1>~d Gi, 

G!..th i.l.J 

100th :;.l 

lC:, th !'i'! 

Dct. l, 
152d Gp 
931s t ~~:1 

R•morlc.s on 
ACW Un,rs 

l ;, t.:g 1951 
Fed.era! l zed 
0 !• . .- t' l ~l:j2 
/,.r'. l l \"•11 ed 

i i-.u-=, l C};l 

J(· icr:.i.lizc<i 

) A.u~~ 1951 
r·,_.de : .. 11 i zc<.i 

t A , : .. : 1 '1~ ~ 

:·•!de r;Ll.1 zej, 

.~ .• :J l'.);2 
;, , '. t ~ ·,'1 tcd 
•• !V \· 195:? 

RaJor 

, . , I, ,. , .. 
l"'U1,'\..,:,,-,; 

/,;; /M; ~,;-1. 

• ~- '{·1-~ •• l\,'4/ ~ ·,J•) 

~-~i.':~ ~:- 11 

. .. :_.,,., ( 

- ~•/'..,:~ .. ) 

AN/xrs-l~ 

• •• 'TI· ... lB l'\Jt/ l .-J-

Ai:/Mrs-1~ 

Aoorox. Dot~ 
Srotion Op~rotiona/ 

B-~ ' ~Andre.r, 920th S( l J\ug ! ;}::: 1 .'.:: ,'~i ~-'3 
E~·_."G: r 1 r:fld . :~t~•J.e~·i : i~•_.J ;..:1/TI·:--: -1;_. .. __________________ ,... _ ·------·- - -~-----...__ _____ _ 

July 1)52 

s,,. 
;,. ' ."· .\ 
;i. ~' _; :··= 

r. ,, .., ,-,.' 

f\i:'ll >.: 

1; - ;· .) 
:..Lii,: 

l.,,I 

. 

~-.; £AC PEH.~L\~~I-:~~ I" 1,.-\IJ.\h SYSTi::\1 
{ . \ I'+ ( d I ) , • 1 , • 1 n h , • :- l • 1 :-, t• ) 

lo.:a,,o,, u,,;, 
f R•mn,"- c or, 

Ro,fo, 
Approa. Vale 

S,o,,o,, u,,.,a,,ona/ 

t;,,111 t., .. ii~llu, t~:.. ~h ;,r; 
J ,i(W llni1• 

-----+------,-:-. 
I :; iq ., r l -i'):..' 

P~pperrc-ll l 
Red Cliff, 6l+?cl ~ ~-4 
Pep-perre:l 

:it~ ,.,heri ,. i ! l<.~ 
(!h ~rr.J:l ) , 

~:fl d .. 

1 .~ue; 1'.)')-) l 
_, ,. 'C - ; ~ 1-• • • ' I • ·•'--'-" ,JI. ~,.i . - .._,l ' • 

:"rorJ l C·· • :;. I 
., ;, l•€ 1 ··,; 3 I 
'.·> ' .! ~ .~ ~ ::;:1 ·!.. '-~ 

rn ·i!l t • i•jt.h ! 

;._n lc_;r ~,-6B XL~-1 ·/·/. 
. ,, · ,.~,.,. r ·•. -, 

t'\J1 / :':....> - )\.·• t 

• ,. 'n--. ' 4• "v) 

''· · ' "j ... 1-) .. ,, 

,1., . ., ; ;J)iJ ~1'iy l :-i_, j 
,.'\;: I ::7·· :~ - :~ ./ 

,•.:_ . :~-- ~- r> , • ., 

......... ....._ - ... . --· .. ...... - --:.,, 



Locofion Unit 

R•marl,.s on 

ACW LJ,, ,,. R .:1cia, 
A ppro •· Da•• 

.S•ation Oi;:,•rationol 
·- - --+----------+------1--------1~------r-------

r.-::!. 
/...~i): 

:1-2:; 
l~/G<;I 

Mel v1lh~ 
( Goose Hay), 
TRb. 

G:mdc-r, Nfld. 

St. Anthony, 
Nfld. 

ii-?.7 Cartvrig.~t, 
r-.-:,'GCi L.~b. 

N-28 
F.WIGCI 

N-29 

y; .. 31 
F.\..' 

N-32 
ADOC 

N•33 
1-.,'\,,' 

Hcpedalc, 
Lab • . • 

. ' 
Saglek Bay, 
lab. 

Resolu' .. ion 
Island 

Frobisher Bay, 
B:lffin !slam! 

I P1ngassui t. 

l
l ('nlule ), 

Greenland 

Et.ah, 
Greenland 

lee Cap, 
Greenland 

, 

t 

(l 1 t ,• ~••l fl .... I 1 ,'\ ug l '_;~, 3 
:~L•1es 1 rn~. t r<i. 
:·rem luith 

2?6th fq 1 Au": l~'; 3 
(RC}U=') Forn•.l 

~2Uth Sq 

1 Oct l_i;J 
A::;signcJ to 
6!; t.h /..Div 

1 C-c ~- 1 "'d 
A~s 1gnP:J to 
r, 1.t.h AD!·, 

1 N:-,v 1()>3 
,-._s s 1 i-;n,ed to 
':.:>'• t.h A.Di V 

10 Dec., 1953 
i'\z~igncd to 
tJ!. th A.:1 v -

l Aug 1951 
Fed c r :-\ l i zed 

19 De~ 19;3 
Ass 1 g:ied t.o 
f;l. th ADi._. 

8 Nov 1952 
Ac tiva.ted 

De~. 1, 1 Oct 1953 
9 31st Sq. :\,: t.i va te<J. 

veac ti v,1 ~cd 
t.)111 1 '!)'·; 

"" ' ''"",. ,, n J\~•/' ... 1 '.;•f)c, 

,~.r: / FPS- 5 ,");> ..... ,,...., .... ,·--
1'1.H/ U .J-Ju, 

IJ~,·,1,;;- JC 
tJl/F? :.-'; CJ.: 
1\:I/T?S-;()2 

Nt/FPS-1C 
tU:/F?S-5<1' 
/~:;'n,:;.j i.,':~ l 

~hll 1953 

Novemr.icr 1953 

~-- ·-~- ~--- I'='··~ ,-.., :_rr0-j1.. , .d..1.J.. 

l\N/ FT'S-;f:2 
rui,'~s.sa2 I 

19'.;3 

A!J/;ps. 3c 
Mi/FPS-5C'2 
A!'!/TPS-502 

M./;:.iis .. 3 
A!l/FT'S-G 
Ni/f1'S-4 

l 

I 

Novcmllcr 1954 

July .. 1953 

Decc~bcr 1953 
I 

l 
A?~ITPS-lD j Spring 195!. 
11'-;/~ '· ,~ MJ1 1.::v-4u , 

I 
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11\•"' permrne-nt ~1_,1t.i''ns .. l:T"'l• l;:·,1 ty 't ,·<1n 0,,,. :-·1ti,·t1ff :•t:1:--t,11,:-: ir: ~!w 
r.pr!n1-: of lt153. By Juw~ c,f thr- 11• :•:· :'' 1:--, ~ll rcrrn:11wnt ::•·,Lun!; .. «J11• 

uper-'t~ ing s1.ve r.ne ·-- N-J.) out r-,n HPS,,!11• irA1 p;~m:l. N-3() began 

;..: ;'.t ,; 
!--.:,,. .. 
-~-

r-.t··er, ting in ~l·.,·.e>rnber j_ '.Y ' . To 
n•"·.J ~ : ·:·1:-!.r0ns .:~~'-' 1.s5!.f_,11•~- i.c..--: 

s ~,. t,· c<:n t ro1. ,·. t the sa.mt• t 1 :ne 

..... .­.1 •••• , 

t': tr.c A~~: '.,itc~ ~n NE/\C, -·· · -· , :!" .. ~. 

r :•.lr~t; :y t!i.e ~":"'St. tn:crf..:3.~1ng a~.i :..h~~ C:J• .• 

._ •. ~e .;,-:'se i:, G~een:~!jj,. t;t'l.t!(·:1 )? ._ •• 1. -

'" : , 

r. 

II 

•1 rtumt-('r · of 

;.·,~.-,..: ;,1 :::·ueg~.1 areas, 
.lie~··:.:-:'.---~::: ~!-1~ ~nrdcs~ 
.1 P 1 ~!,"':·t..~ -~~u~~ ~ ~-~~1..1ut}~in 

[ 
! 
i 
I 
i 

' l-

t 

I 
;: 

' ! 
i 
t 
~ 

f 
f 

f 

'. 



• 

r:.,~ c ~n5 t ... ~ ~ •. !.:,· ~ h'J rn ing i t· e 
"1011} · ! fl(!, :iUf'p r:- t :m:t S ~ rnr-tur•' 
fr r : .:ng. Y.nrn,dng thn t . ~ny in-

ice, 'he !;t.ruc!ureG f : :- rr- .,3 an.i 
N- 3-· •• ,, !°f' des 1 f;)')Pd t r !:; ! r.k :it ri 

Tl,uf• AR 

sani{. It was h~lieved t.hat. in A.l:rnH. f .Pta YPRrn, the tubes would &ink· 
t.o a depth vhere the pressurei:; 'Would !Trtke them uninhabitable. 

Life at these s1tes A.nd ~t. ThulP A.:'- 1.JE-ll ..,,,;.s m:i.c!e" more dii fi~ul't" • • 
by ·.:hn.t n flight surgeon in l9'j3 called the "TilUle Effect." i,mung tlie 
difficulties he listed in explnining t.his ...as "ennui occo.sjoned by a 
combinaUon of veather, darkncr.s ang ln~k of diversions of the type to 
be f:und in a civilized cor:::r,mity.''':l, 

Constant darkness for long periods and constant 
light for long periods both act ~s depresse.nts. T:1cre 
is a period of expectancy for a change which vears 
thin quickly when the ch~ngc docs not c,ccur. This 
disturbs the norm,ql sleep, hunger, and other bodily 
habits that have oeen ingraiued rur yea.rs. It cx:-
cas ions a feeling of confusi,:,n that trAJ1sr.rlts it-

.. self in a desire not to get up int.he morninii;. the 
appearance of hunger at unusual hours, and actual 
changes in uowel l1H.liit~. The curubined effect ls one 
cf la~situde. During the relativciy short periods 
vhen light begins to np penr, 'Wt find people, cxc i ted, 
and frequently running ou tdoors j;..i.st t c lce; k. ·,.';}en 
light appe,:i,rs ccnstan1.l:;, bored ~r.'I soon s~ts in ~gA.in 
and the opposite occurs, confusing flll the p,,_.vi­
ously e&tnbli::;hed h11bi t~;. 

15 



.. , 
I 

• 

I • ... r 1 
, I • • • 

..t • ....-:,. 

HNCLASSif lffi .. 

C0~1~1Ui'-i!CATIO:-/S 

'l'y:?",E; ·he :r~.\C rm.:.:ir sysi.cn 
u~~cther .cit. :·ir:.;t. '-"!l.f> c,n~y ., 't 

• '. IT ~ Cc-· n • ,, at : (' n. ,. '. . . rn 
'i. I L : · .l.Ul "·"" I .i '- .1. ... , ... , ·' ... , .... . : • 

~: :-ms true t : c.n be g:rn ; 1: ~ h" :. Wll':lP. r 

7':' p:·t::· !"~ : : : -..: : ':• .-~ . :-.: , ;· !; •,:,• .:.­
,,: lw..iing ::i.i l. ':1P ~. • :t, : n r,:; tn , •·-
•. • •nen ,-:5 L ·t•,,..- , • .• •, ,.,. ~ • . ..... ··,·r" 

flll \..: • '- • - ,. • - e.J "- • - 4 &•) I'll - '-

t.t) c•:, frc -□ F'r~)bi!J~•.!r ~c ,: _. !f• ... ' :)J•C! 

nn1 nn tr, Thule.. TiH: 6612th 
Radi e Relay S~uadron .. as a:tivated ln r1c.-:?m0-·r :r::>;!• lo s~rv_:,_.(_. 1nls 
~yr; t cm. 

TI1ere wns also ancther cr.r.rnJJll::"1.t . .ion:; syste:n, a for~·:!r-l ~ropn.­
~ ti on icnospheric system, connec ti r.~ Goose. L·.1orY.d0-:-, en::i :L,s:ir:. -
sunk, Sondres:rrnn, • nnd Thule. 'rne fir-st c:ircu.it. of thi:: sy:.''?r.: •.ns 
pl:1.cf'd into opcr::itton .i.n Fcbru:1ry l _,'j Jo It. \.lent bct.wr~•·n n.ul.•~ :1nJ 

~ ""' A· - t • ·, 1 • L • • ~~ • ..,6 Son-.1.restrom. 1.11e . u• ~o;-ce 00:~ o·,•.::· 1,,,h! cvmp e ... +;, sy~ ~i:J .i.!, J.:'J••.c. 

A lH.nd line ~nt frr,m the U. s. 
to !':ydnry, Novri Scotia, a coble 
cont.inm~d across Cabut Str!li t.. 
then a land line went to St. 
John's. 

'T't ... ,... t,.. 
-41, • .-, ..... .., 

=~i · ' •:., r unit. 
l ' J- ,: •. TI1is 
tiH' 'i dh F'i~.ht, : r-Intr-r·. ••;- ! ·,r 
.;,1.nJrnn • .. hich wc-nt tn Thule w.: • t : 
f~, ..• f:_())1-p' <; _27 I+- •t,,,:,,,, 15!'!.i t •.• l 

' I 
i 
• 

Readi"•' 1 1Jnd Moint•nonc• Honqo, s 
B"in9 Bu, ft ot T~ule A8, J.,,.. 195] 

_; .,,. 



• 

-
JJNCJ.ASSIFl.ffi ' • . 

~-per,,t1ons on 11 Septemb<>r 4n::i 0n ~h" s,~venu~enth beg~rn svmiin~ '1.l"..'r'ts 
wili1 i.wo airc:r~f~ ~n f i.Y~ ;::ii.nute r'!:d::1ess fr-0.rn one h~ur before :;..;.r1rise ...... ) 
to on'! h0ur af~t•r s.:msc-~ ., ~- t..'hen th•' '. :hnrter hours of• dn.yligllt c · ti.w.! 1 

the olert rerind w"\s chnni;-,cd t c ,y~OO t ,~ 1700. F'(•I" ·,n alert hanga:·, the 
de t.adunc-n t us.<'.'d : 1 t •,U!.l j - • ypr:- bu i '. J ; ng"' ~, ~fl 1.cd ne·tr 1 he rummy. 

Tht'.' S':llh ~flU',dr~n il5P!f 'lrdvru at Go:.;:;c Bay in October with 
eight F-<~,F•~. Tt f'#>Cr\!'l'!r. cp-:-r'.! ~ !~n:\! ~~n :"'.' :~ !rcPmlie1· 1~5? ~h"n 1~ 

-11 -:>J ..,,,,._ --'~-· :-1~ . :1 i 'l r f P'1 ':. ♦ '1 r. . !"!f. ">_ . I • • , , _ • •.• • , • , . , , 

The 5'?th did :;~~ ri..!-! ;;;-...;.::;, ~--' ifi•:;\·:. i-_; fit,;hter 1•0 •.~ntin.l. M1 

tion of tne strcng:'h ~n these fin.t m"r.ths is ::,huwli u.>' ri. 1·e8c,n. 
195 3. There vere ~ we combat re:idy f- • ... B's in '\ 11 of N~::.,i~. 3 

inJic~­
( .:- .._1\.i.fiC 

Hm,cver, in July 1953, ~hf.' NE.i.C' fore~ in--:rcasc-J c,,ri.3idcrably. The 
6l~t Squadron with 12 F•94B's ~rriveu ~t H~nnon AF13 ~nd the 31gth 
S~'.ladron l:il°'rived nt Thule .ri.•.h 12 f-:?4B's .. • 

I-' l GHTER INTI:;RC~~PTOR FORCE: 

" Oa1• Acf:. 

Unit Locoflon Arri v•d Ori 9. N•w Dot• Conv•rted 

59th Sq Goose Bny Oct 1952 F-91-B F-89D t-tiy 1955 

De t 1: Thul e, ~cp ) ~ ": ? F-9hl3 (Ina.ct i v!l ted At.g l ·.,j 3 ) . ,-
59th Sq 

0 

0 
0 

61sl Sq Harmon .Jul· 1953 F-94B ''F-BX Dec 1953 
F-_89D Jun 1955 

9 

74th Sq Thule Jul 1954 F-8~~ F-89D Jun 1955 

318th Sq Thule Jul 1 ( )c;,, F-')11E (Returned 'to ll. s. , ,, ..I 

" l Auft. 1954) 

-ait Cn 19 August 1953, afte!" fl!"r.l.·::.l s !' the 318th ~~ i .. :aJrn:1 ut 
Thule, the 59th' s De tach:nent ·..--:1,!, .ic~c ti V'.1. ted a.nu th,: e·iu'..i,r:x:n' 'lnd :-:~:1 

=-!"turned to the parent squadron. 



DNCLAS~lf lED 

Th!'"t?c fir,htcr r,q\,;·dron!; .;<:re t.hc- ~.~:;t m:,-..~ ever h:1d, n.l ':;~uch 'lt 
'"'n'J +. ime tht?:-~ i,iC!'C r,hn:; for fi\'c srr.ndrons (+..-o nt Gi,n:;,:,, ;•,n•~ at 

r.t;.:.m, 'IhulP, rind i,r,;•~:it.in). !\ll the ~--rnrlr-ms cvcntu·tlly ,:,;11vrr•.-.1 
! :"' .. , ... 100 ~~. 

-'\ fiE:ht er ,.ue;men t 'l Ucn r 1 ,!n "n~ !'!';!de c·• rly !n : _1)1 r-y ~:~:-:;m:. 
Th•'rL' \were a!.· ... ~tys n 1-:,r;;e num~" :· -;!' fir;hter:-; belon1-::n~ to o:her com­
m.-in..!:; :;t..'lging th:-ough ~he N8;'.ii,--1:;•. ~;E,'\C i<ep: a 11!it of ~1::.. '.dr:nft 
~r-, :. ! :. :i.:·~.:1 [Lt .1.:! nt.i J.~..., • Ii. ; lil l."I:X.:rt,~cncj" CI~i\.:Nt.: ·"'·~,:; t : .. '1:-iS t~:,,' C-JJ<"'r-

1.i. : 1nl cr:mtr.nl of th""" f:ght,.,.s :· :- ·:!!nFl,:;yr,..cnt. i:1 .,.tr ;•_•fr•:1~ •..!".3~ 

Plans ..,c:-e mnde j n 1952 t s stat i nn ant h Ir'." i-· 1 ft. uni •.s !!. t Thule 
" ··-- :he prc~.c.:t ::-en cf ~he ba.:;e. -r;n:: f.irs t ;,:·m,y a.'11 _i_ : 1 i !"<.:!"'ll't ;;•~rsonnel 
~11: :. ·.;rd on 3 July 19) 3: t.hc main b~y r.f ~.r-- ,o;is r.:-1 -,,·,- ,",,11(,'u;.; ~- . The 
1.:1 i •~s der:lcyed. ·,1cre the 5~ :')t.h ;,,\_:\ Glln r.,. t. tfl • i ~!'l ( 9, 1mm), i.:.1 ·.~-t!: .-\;V, 
e.:,~ ~ery (LiAAt) (75mm), l.?--.th ·.·,,. !'.:lt~.erv (Light) (75mm), l.77, ... l-t Aft.A 
, -~,·.-·,•1·,... .... s ;. ...... ,,..,..,..,r-..,+- , : ..,•h , •. ·-- ·1 ·• .... . , .i.,r \ 4·.i.'ntc"'.,""'''" LJn•• , - .,• 11 
. .. : · ~ .. - '-,.. ...... .6 .. ~ ... , ... ._.i..u.- •• "", ..,,,,1 ! .... ' • ..; • , ..,.. .. .. l\ .. -.J...... • •• L •• .&-...l...6.,1,\,..~; l ~ • .L L. ....., 

(irJn: .. 1.n::e J\:-U llery Repair Dct·1c-nm .. :1• • and l~~d OrJn:t."lce· Int'!~r:l te<i 
:-·1 :--? Ccmtr---1 ~"rnir !)p• ,1::. hrieri • • 

. 
0.ll · cf ·:he ~:.."l : ~.:; ... ·ere nt~ ·- ·:lt':i •he ,):• 9th,\.-· ... ~ Ba,t:.alicn which 

-..-,.i ;. :.- :-"b-:r..-mdcd by Li f'uten~nt ;_;r i ·.-ncl (",. .. . r,.;e -r,;. Bea~. Jr. T:w b11+.t...."lllon 
.-..·:!:; i~::;Gigncd to ~he U. _S! _ Fir-~ t. ;,;-nzy ,;,<l al~ 1~·..:i1ed t.rJ iii-:.:._'.-; (ne t. USNEC) 
•· ..... . -.--er"J.t~cn"' ccntr ' l 3, · t'E"·•• r.,-• , . ·' ·l,e· 1 r • .. .• of ........ -~ .... ...., .... t f• ·r • ..... ·· 1· "" • ~~..l • 4 t'".v ~J \. l . . ... J • ._.. U 1., . ... : c •• g ·•.: 4.;;x ., .. 

the:./'' .... \ •units a."ld cxer-:iscd or,·rati0n·1l con!r:11 tilr0:.igh !i1 1: €, -.~h .",!r 
tJ i V i S i 0,1 • 3 '3'° 

'Ihe antiairc r -'.\ft 1.l..Q,i._,s reac.~.i !'•~:diner,;;:. in very sh ·Tt. order. 
Th~ f .:.:-5t firing occurred en 7 !}.:tL'ccr 195;. ft-T lJ Dcccmh;r, all 
si ·.es .... ere fully or,erntional un..!er re ·1.dincs!3 condj +, ion of ··:;ecure" 
recidy ts:, "fire in ten tninutes .3·· The ~~:•9th c ·;i.,abili ty repo;-t f o :- De­
,: ~~t,~r 1953 shc,...•~d the t. 1~ had .,_;.:~-.. :~:re-.::; ·~y,t~ --~;zcd. ;uJ~ c :;.~~;1t 

re :~y; 34 of 36 guns authoriz~ci -..·c :-e en h~~ .• : , )8 ;-:t:r cc:,t of the wire 
cor.::n·..:.n1catii:ns "were in; 1::-') ·p~r r•:r, l ,:,~· th•.• r'l.uio ~0I!J!luni.:·1t::.o.'15 in; 
1.nd :oc per cent of the ru:r.:uniti c-n r-::·-~:r,: n1i. -.· :, ...-.--re :-r. h:-1;,J. 

en,: c ri;,rn i 'la t i omil -:h·c:~e ·.:·,3 ::.<1 ;•• i n :··.: r • ::-t.c :-- ::.. ··1:;'j . 'Il: ,:, 7t h 
A."' .. "· G:·c~p .... ~s !l.Ct.i'\'n.ted :it Thul e an-:! ·:?c ) , . .... :.!1 J>J. ' .i_1lic,n '-'7ls a· .. 1~, ..-~ hcd 
to 1 t. 

;~, ;.- : - " · -, -~ ... -
c_ .... ~'. 
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.THE PROBL6:M. OF DISTA"\CE ·AND EFFECTIVE CONTR-OL . . . 
NE,'\C• Readqti.~rters felt th,it _ 't.h~ 64th ,'\ir. Divis inn -.:-is too fnr 

away frcm Thule to effe.:tively c\~ntr,;l tl;e unJ t~ l'>e'lteJ there. Both 
the 931st ACW Squadron JU1di the detJ!chment of the 59th Figh!,Cr-Inter- . I 
eeptor Squadron Rt 'M:ule hnd initially be~n placed un1e~ the opcr~ • 
ati?tir.il: cont:,rol of the Thule 6612th Air B,t.e Gro,ip. 35 Tnc 64}h Di-
~ision va.s not given con_ti::ol of these. uni t.s until l953- .. 

e 

In 1953. NEAC decided tn Ac:' i,m.te 9. sep."l.rate division al 'lliule. • 
. It issued a gener'hl order on 1 June 19'.53 activnting the 70th Air D1- 0 

Vision effective 20 July 1953.36 Higher headquarters opposed this, 
however, and on 6 July NE~C revoked the or:ier . . 

0 

0 

0 

Another .. reorgliniza tiun -..-:1~ i;:-cpose-1 ~y ~"F.i\C 1'I t. thP ~nd of 1954. 
NEAC rec~nded dea.ctiv:iting ~he l~th ~n:! ~P~~!ng up t.h!"ee ne_. di­
visipns -- ·one at Harm0n. Goose. and Thule.37* This too was turned 
down. « 

0 

0 

0 • 

0 • 

0 

0 
0 

0 ,. 

0 CANADIAN OPERATIONAL CO_NTROL • 

'Ibere was no air defense organization in the Northeast from th~ , 
end of World Wa::· Ir until the time that. U3NEC a.nd NEAC were foroed. 
With th~ coming of ~h~se ·organizationa and the build-up of forces that 
rolloved, the proqlem ot oper~ting on Canadian soil vas.,emphasi~ed. o 

An important consideration was ih regard to control or the forc~s. 
'lb'e situation was n i cely explained by a C.olonel ~urfce A. Preston gt 
tbe·psr~ staff after a visit to RCAF Headquarters• in August 1951:~ 

0 'Ihere 'has been .,much study and , inter-sei:vice dispute 
" oOn this 0 su0Ject". '!be Canadian Government feels that. 

0 • 

0 

••·· 'lhe· NEAC ·ten'itur.,· grouped 1tse1f conveniently into three 
areas for defense: (1 } 'Ihule area. which had the·74th 'Fighter-Inter­
ceptor Squadron, "549th AAA Be.ttalidn, 931st ACW Squadron ; (2) New­
rotuid+e.nd area vhich had the _6lst Fighter: Inter~epto~ Squadron, 642d 
ACW Squadron, 640th AC\,/_, Squadron, 9'2lst ACW Squadron, 226th AW . 
SqUR.dron , and the ADCC: (3)°Goose a.reti which had the 59th Fighter­
Interceptor Squadron, -64lst ACW S(1ua.dron, 9'23d ACW Squadron, 9'24th AC'w 
Squadron, 920th ACW Squadrsn, o.nd the 926th ACW

0

Squa.dron. " 

• 

0 

I 

I • I 
I 
i . 

0 
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there should be a NAID A.rraneement in 'th·~ Northeast. 
The-C'lnn.dia.n Army feels th.:it. •h~n~ sh~uld be a Ca­
nadian com::n.nder in the ~or~!,t~a:~:.. The RCA F' cr,pose5 
t.his and t.akes tne s tan:~ ~ tn ~ -: ~ i 5 unrcrt~0nab le to 
suggest a Canadian Cor:Dmnder in viev (?f the f'l,~t th:i.t 
all forces are U. S. force:;. T:iey n·tve c Jme u;.., -i th 
the proposal, which has been H~cPptect* at th~ .Toint 
Plann~rs "level, that then~ t•~ <l '"·inadian sec:-o:·Hi in 
Command in th~ Nort.hea:;t. , ,. •"-' ~.ropcs·1l .. •. n;.;·..- Le­
fore the "Chief:;." 

lt i~ my impressi0n •w!t".!!.. t~~e t::i.n3;.!!:~.:; ·;;-,-.. nc.~ 
:if'te:- a c.,mbined Ccm:n-m.i but ·-·ill ue con~cn:_ 'l.''.!h a 
Con11.dirm Vi:e Cullr."l[lnder. I 1 ·x-r:,1nined Un~ ~•1,:n n 
person could not lPgrilly ·1~_-su!"'!,~ '.Limini~;:r :1~! ·:e :cTl'l-

I run of :.he opinic-n ~hat we ::.b0uLi SUf;jYJ:'"t tli;:, pn,­
posal vhen it in rn!~Pd, ~in e i: will rt ·M ~c moGt 
of the obst.a.clc::; genora!.cd L-; 'polit.ic~i -·,.w.~<1,:-r­
ations, •· na t ional So\lereign~y~ etc. 

No de~ision .-:,.a .made on tho~ as:..:gnment or 1m Y<C/i.I· c1'fi·:-e1· to 
U~"'.N:-'Ci, however, n.nd the probler.i rn. -. :;1ria 

-~ diffe1 en\. AppI"Oa~r. •,n.3 ~1..1<1-~• ·:. ! ,:..-j en ·1c Jci.'1~ 1-:';2 by crnc:1F., 
Lieui~enant Gener4l Cl-.a.rles '!'. ~-t;ers. Hf! ;;:-'opc-:;ed to U.~ ,'\F t.h:\t thf'! 
C,:,m.r.mJer of the R:t..F .. ~i.r De!'~nc·.: c,._,1:.:~.-~zd te t-; ... \cn open1Lunl cont .rol 
{)f u:~NF.c air defense for;;cs lc~ :i ·_(;d . n :~;1:1,s'lda. 3? 

tJS."\F advis,:,j. t.h'lt. A:j,:- Vici!' ~,t31·.:; !1.1l J'.·1:nes of •~1•~ ~C:-";F /JJ.":, concu:Tco.l . 
. •~'1:.i in f,ugust l'};? . u:- ,\ F ar,prc-.~,! !~~" nln.n.'HJ 

t, form.'l.l ~•~rccment vas Si,-"'JJ 1:J ~:, ~!;;,:;fl£ :1.nd ~,,r- :\0.:; Rc;/\F' AOC on 
:..r,ril 1953. l'rider its t~rrn::, !,c :,_\•· .\OC •.;a::; ~ ► tnve orer11tionnl 

. - • 4 , 
··:,:·: .11 ,,~rn...: :1. - ·1'h1s cou~r1 il .. ·as 

r- n•r,11~ ""~ ............. . 
SC r i t.Jeu bv the l-.0,..._ AOC. 

This r .. g:-et:~f?n ~~ ii'.l,S r,:,nev~d : c:<u<L ,: ·,lly. 
Gc::· ·ra! Ea:-lP E. !'·i.rl:-i:.i~·-:, '::":-r..·mJ•·: ·-;r;-·;,1 , ·. 

I: -...;:iJ :"C:1C'f;O;-iat..ed by 
f "~;c ---: ~::.t..i:"ent.al Air 

De:, ·ri~,!· (r,:Tl!""l'rn-3 1'!° '.erJ1P t ·:~: ✓- ,,· •• •:-, •• r" ·:·n:; :. ,_ •• dn~·,•!;~~ !"('~;pc,nsibility 
'.:1: •'/1 . B12f~i:-,, dt:3c.1:-; ,;i~r •h;- ~;. ~.; :• :n r-:: :-. · ::'''.•:.- in t.hc NorU1-
c·1'..'. 11. · 1~ ::;:- : , ~!"i.'I!•~ t c :,:,n:;: :•·r l.!,·· ::11·.l 0 :, : .• :n .... ~iich r:;:-·,,... h'.1G 
!"'"':~· .· •~::!hi1.!~~.r -- • he :-~:.:l-~::~'!.~ : ...... :·l •./ ·.:·. r:1!·:_-" • • .. · _,·._•.ri, -~ih! 'h•.~ J;:;~:lnt 

l • .. 

1 ~r., -~ ;::. ~-~ ~- "~ .... - > 
I , • 
v . .. , ,i 



~sir l.y Warning Line. 

The Pinetree ::-nd·;:·s fro~ H :·•-·J ··l•_·, Lthr-t·iur, t.u h?ppcrr(~ll, New­
found lani, ,.,.er~ to be t led. intc, , d'"'!:, lt!r' detr.:<~ • ion l in(> being built 
:icr.,5:. -:-:~n,.dn.¥s 5~th pir:-illcl. -:-,-,~:•·•:~,~r the~" h,· . l.:.:i,.,~ vere tn form 
th<:> Ml<1-r.n.nr~rl~ :.·H~ly \..'~trn1ng ;,y:~tcm. 

The line r,cross •~'1nfl.dn., ::·,~ l•·d '.:.~ ~!iJ-C·-!n'?.:.b. 
fr1,l!l T!ooe<lale to n,n,•::,u1i :,·eek, Frit i,-11 Columl,i'!, 

Llnr:-, * ,,n:; to ··r,~n 
It. ,ns bein~ built. 

by ·-::""!.!l'ld<1.: The li:1~ ',,";Ul::! h-ivc· lJ :: i'i:!.cr dc~•·::tion (~·1 .. t.t.:::i.r) 
st.ati'.::ns and eight scc.-Uon c0n~.rul ~-'..!.tions, nll !nt~rccnn~ctcd by 
micro...,ave ::;ornrm.mic~tions. The lint:' ·.u; schcchlir!u t,,_ b(•~in opernt'ing 
:-:-n l ,:-...!y l.~)57, 

fl US.~F-BCAF Operationa.l. Phn L-r ~.hi::; lin1.·, dri.ted l J'un1~ 19'/, 
::iivid,::d :.t intc five m::.er;,,ti(,n;d .:,~-;::rii, :nt.~-. cnll,·d do1J111er M.·'-•!nn;.·!,: 

r.,.,.~ .... "'If ~h,.. "'ive <::o.~~t"I:.<:: .,;,:,.re .... ~-n--·~ 11" rn<""'O"''"'l0 bi 10l~·· cf pc•,::- ,,..,:r a·1.., ~ :.,&.,. -~ - - ... - .._ - ._ - • - ,_ .,__ .., - ..., .._ •• ,. ·- • •• .._, l;-' ••U .&. ....,., ;, \ I t ....,,. 

vis'ic-ns. The fifth sector ws t0 tie th(' oper::i~i~nal respcn'..it.iil.Hy cf 
NF.i',C. This sect.or, 0 the 5TrJ111e::t of nl l lh-:- se-:tors, c:;nt.•dnPd ninr 
dt"'~pler d~t~ction !1tnUon. ·. ~l'lc.l , nr• ~ "<' • :•'!1 c-nnt,rnl st_n_t ic-n {lk•fo:-d:de ),, 

As nat~d n.bovf". th(' ?-ad-Ct,n,,h Line 1,,·0u1d connect -..,1th thE! Pine­
tree radri.rs at Hopedale. Thi5 ·.1:~U provide a c,,ntlnW1.i..~un 01' th'! 
line to St. John's. TherP. IJPrn ;,f'VPn hnitvy rA,1lrf. b,•t·.1PPn ffr,y,r>rlA}I> 

and !3t. John's. To in,.; rr.~~c lo·" rtl ti tud,:• c-:-vcr·ii:;c along this line and 
to provide some back-up for these radars,. ·· :1. srrnll, llgh \.-'weight r;-idn.r 
(thP ,-iTJ/FPS-14), ~!Jll~d. ~ G':lp Fill~r. Weis tc be ,::l."!.·:::e::i in bct...,.ec:1 c"lch 
nf th~ heavy rml"lr~.1' 3 Th.is r-equ _ired A ,.c.tal c:· six Q1;) fillers .. 

r 

The (}\p F'iller ~ites ··(app:-c·;cd. in ~~r::h l<"?'i'; l nnd the df"t.a,ch:-:--;,~nt.~ 

• 
-..::irn!nP: Line~ sec- CO!lr,D Histori-:: d :-: tudy 10, !>en,.,..<i.rd i- .xtnnr,i -,n 0f 

:nd-~r, F~16-1')56, PF .-;:,_~,: ·u1::i :i: . · .J r.J or CO~J-~l/fi'.1r, .fuly- J'l._• .- emh•':: 

17ss, r~ hJ-77. 
0 



0 

Locot,on 

'.;•lpe. ?-l<!.kkovik, L9.b. 
~ut Thro..~t Isl~nd, L~b 
SJ,otted Isle, L'lb. 
:·ox Har~om·, Nfld . . 
i;1 Scie, N;lt.l. 
~lliston Ride~, Nfl<l. 

:;-27 •. 
N-2·,,~ 
~ -;:>•,;, 
M --ii,:--i .' - .. , . ,, 

:- ... ~ . l , r l) 3(! ~~ · J 

~-.. -\ ~. l, '(''i_· .. . i :~c_~ 

".) ' . , 
1 ' 

E!li::;t.on ~i".18C, fox H::lrbour, and Ca1·•· •~kkovH: t.,.~,.~· • r,i:ni-:. ~,mnl in 
Fel•rn~J 1957: •he other tr.r~e ~t•1ti :1.:; , . .-ere ~·:h· .i:,>••: ~n b" ·- .-nc ,)per­
~1 ;r:. !l by the end of l\pril 19c;"'l. 

0 

N0?"1h of th~ ~-~id-~n.n<td'\ L!ne a:1 1 •,wr J..~n" ..,. ,,.; ~e:n~ t,u.d· for 
or,t:ni~Lon by 1 July 1951. t:ie Di:;---.m: :·:'ir1y ~:~:rn~:-.g !.i:1e. ·· !•:: rou ♦-~ 
\l'.lS fro:n Cape Lisburne, ,'\l.1s k:1, r;cm:r·i l. l_, ;..ri thi:: <i.Q.C:ut t.r.:) dq;rees c-f 
f.he 6 )th parnllel tn en.re Dyer, lt:\f!'::~ 1:,hni. ~..-- l'~\:-'-~'·:.: ;-1.-m, 
rr.~•n•.i.1..-ned Rl:ove, ~'l.:ie !,£.",C reSp(.n:;ib1•· f,,r cr"r~•:::::: n.,: :;t,1.!•~ons in 
the i:!'•:.,.fern p.,r~. of C'1.nnJ1.. 

n~ DE"w tine '.l/3S t\; CC!1Sist uf F,re 0 f.J!•~S ,..,: s:~t:c;;s'! six !'thin 
!;t~rii;n.:.~ at nt~ctJt_ 5('V s~..:-1tuLt.! nil:• •;; :; · -11 , ~3 ,:.'-A:~ ... :~ ~1.· )- :.:~::~ ~ ~ •• " :1.t 

n~·ou· lCO :.t--:.t·:•e ?:!iles ~qyut, "lnd 2'1 Iri'(•:-mcdi:1•.•.: • it.ions sor.ic- 'JO 
s 1 1.•ui_,-:, miles flt;:-1rt. ~lain :;tati<.i,s, ei~ :;;,ed vi':-1 .. >,: .'\.i·:/i:7~-19 

0 

'sc~r::h :-udar rlO:i T.he /\NhT-S-23 (!"lu~t.:ii-; :"cceivr-;·~, ·A· · ,·e to 5er.·e o.s 
th~ "t>nt.cr of c,pcration:;. C'Jr.t:nur:: ·.: :.>..~i'.)ns '..l...'1d r.nin~c1iU1::c fer a sector 
cf the !!n<>" •. t.~-:!li~ry station.:; ·.:c:.ild .;~}r,o h· :ve '.h~ ;"-Ji/FT':]-lJ rad:u• 
,inl ~-h~ Ai~,IF?S-2_3 1·t=cF-tv~r.5, t·.ut. t!tr:- !~~~:-:r-~cd!-"l~C :~-~~,ic::!": ·.:·::~11 !"'~•:c 
oru:t •be AN/:PS-:-:3 tffi.Ilsmitt.•,n,;. 

T.•w D-Z,.,: Li:1~•, -9.Cc-:-M ing t<) • l:r~ _ 1.1:-..: :- - ::- -- i ".Ji::. ...,a;; to be di vidf'd 
~nt:-- ",;:tern nn'i vcstern sectinn:; .

1
' TI1,· ::,1.;1.,rn .-'lr :: (~~u,.:i •.::l.!; tc-

~ .... •• ;,_• ••• ~..,:~,.- «~--- r,pe .... t'n'"' ( .... \, ; · I-, i~~l•_;:! r•' ,:,_·.,1:;·!·:0n,· 1 ::-:Jn. • .. rc,i), thP. -~'- .,. . ..... .. .J,_ ... ,, ..... ....... . .... ~ ., ..... ...... L..l..., -

,..,e:-t· :~ ~..._~t,:~:1. ~;::~/.}: the e!?.s ... te'":1. 

: ··; .:h "'3'~C'"~ i~:1 ... .,..,_0 ~~~c~ '! r! .: ic:1. ~~~ d:v·~-- :!"!~ li!l•~ t,_-:· .. ·c('n 
:·-·, ;i !! • ..,,.:. 1.0 t<~ b~t..,.e~11 ' he ".:' 0 .c:!,r!d . .r:! ?:,:, (·::: · •.• •::1 H:111 !~·!:--:~· {i·'OX) 
:-~::-: ..., , ~t:,-;ns. n~~ .. ., r;E:.~~; rc.i:l~n -.·- ~..: ~:- ~~r, f~)ra ·.L :. - ~(Jin~ .. t"'e:.\,:!:(:rl ,.:~\! 
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nnrl ~X, which \MS locritcd en the Boc•_h~'l Pcr.in~ula (92() l.X)' 3B" ~o be 
ex~("t ), over. t~ Ca~c D-.rer. Th.Pr-:> -er•? ~ total of 17 st.a~ ion::; in ~ht~ 
region, 'Jhich 'JTl::; fll.rther d1vi1f>d. into 1.1,10 sectors -- .!-UX A.nd Dir. 
( f h . h u. , . , hr, 
both O 'W 1C 1Jere ralJ.n sui.t 1onc: ;. -

m::,c al::.;c h:1:! re3r,onsibi 1 i ty fnr the Greeol4..'1:! 1r1rt of t.he r::-:w 
Lin,~ extension beyond Cape DycI. I..1.a i'(t.,Z",r::,- 1')56, U:e J1Jir1t. ';!1.iefs 
of St11.ff approved a line frort C 1;•t~ r-J:,·c:- '1.crc•ss Greenl~"l:i to Iccl3.l'ld, 
to !he .!-ncroes. M.1i...i ~ •• u. t€r:::i~.-:~-~=~ ~'.::.!.!'!~. i:-! S,...,._, ln.n,i. Thry n.l:;1) 'l; -

pro\-~"- ::.;outhern line to C<ipc ==-~~rc·.:ell, G:"e0nl~r.J., i1n,i en 10th•• 

krt:°A,-, ''"5 "'~\FO._ rnr.-. ........ .t~J,: f •• ,_ -,--••• • •rl-' <°o • ' •, ' t..-.,1n 
:• .. ~ .,,. ~· ....... --~ ... •UJ.I..V~.J,,,.4 L~ ,., 't.,;('1J. • ., .&.. J ..J A J. : 4>-.U!.!IJ. .. ll.:1,, . ~'·•!-1' \,;-

ffl.Pr'l" :ng, and oper4't.ing the Greculn.:-:--.i part of t~e~;•_• e;.:ten::;ions."'i 'll1~ 
rc•Jt~ or the line ._.r:t.o to be from C:irc D:;~r- ,::.•:c:- t.o H0L;tcin~;tJor,_~. 
Green Lind. f,._ h!r;h-powered r~d'lr" ..,,i:; to be ins tt11 led ·1~ the ht ~er 
s1te. Possibly a.lGo. both Dyer -:i.nJ Holstei~~to:·c; ..r .. ~11 1!~t. I 1:.;~;i\'e 

detect ion equi~ent t(') increB.se lo•· le~·.,: ~::.vi- ?--:1;~·~. 

Th!' line vm1ld split coming out or Hcls~c.:.w:;borr. '1~~ c:1~-:.,:;1·n 
part would cross the 1cc e3p te Ik~te~. •hp lo~qtion 0f u WcrlJ ~ar 
1~..n!.! lng st rip (FE-?). A heavy r,1d:u· ..--1.; ~c be pl 'l~e-1 th1:r~. Gc-.-ing 
50u•.h. a high-po-ered rrld4r .~s ~~ \:~ r:-i~e..:i nt Care Pire....-ell. 

RESPO~STBTLITY FOH ~~OR'l ii EAST AlR DSFE~-~sc 

(il Vt.~ l U CU.-.AD 

At cid-19)6. the Joint Chie~s L•f ~ • 0 !':" coruplcted n ·..rorlt.1-'1."lde re­
org-:i.ni z11tion plan ·•hich they C'lllc:i th~~ Unified :c::n.'t.'11 Plan. Its o.ir:-.. 
W'l& n :r.iore efficient structure 'lnd reJu~·~d :o~t. It 1-1.chieveJ this by 
ccn:i-:;l idJ1tiru; on;a.niz.aticns an~ i-l .;:..::.r .• • :n; ~{' --x:::e:3s surcr::t.rw::t.ures. 

Under the UnifPd Cn:nmn.nd fl·Ln •. ~:1•! tr. S. r; .: rthea3t C:0:i:.:a.•~wi ....---1:; 

di5e:::t:ibl1shed on l S~f:temb~r F::-:,5.-. ,:-. ;·, csr.:.~~ic•:~1-.y f :· r nir Jef~:l~(" 
of. ♦-h~ Nnrthte>l'i.S~ '\.'n.!'.; gi·:en to rx~w.ri.tt- °!h':! l,1tter deslp;nated NF.A(; ns a 
-;ubor•l1nrite joint ccmrrnnd i:-espor1Jiblc- ! ', rt!_ fo :1l!' uerensc a~tivitles 
~n ~hr N'.J?"the::ist..49 

4 !?orth~..,~t ~s URP.d here ~r>n.ns t>-:itr: the- ,- :i .1:1·m n.nd the Grcen-
1 "·•-: : ,;·q.;,S. 

A U 



~ ==-iiiiiiiiiiiiilall--~-

This Vl'.16 an interim nrrnnge:nent r~nly, hr_"'JC'vr.r, for 1 t wa~ plr1nn~ 
that NE.AC vould fol10~ USNEC as s00n ~s ;~ssible. This d~tc .ms 
eventually set as l April 1957. 

On this date, US,\F' discontinue-1 m:~\C. The ,\ir !')cfense Cc:1m-.and 
and the ~tM t'!gic J\.ir Cormnnd d: v ldP'i 1 tie .'1! :- F~r-;e wii ts n.nd pr~rerty 
~r.nt had b~en under NE.ri.c. AOC to:-'.•~ c-v1?r the !JS-'\F air defense for::<~;; 
{~ncluding the 6Lth Air Divisico).J(J -~rv:- n!.~'.; ~:~~~k :--u:..~css1on <Jf 

"'~;-;c:-:-:l~ ~?Band all U. !,. AC'.o: st,a• ions. S,\C a.ssu:ned ~)\JTlCrship o: 
Goose. H3rmon, Thule, N1.rsarss'.J1.k, ~(n,lrestror:i:, !'!.nd F'.rouishe!' B'ly ,\ir­
FOrt. Finally, AOC s•1ccecded rEAr. In !.t~s :-csp0w~.ibilities for support­
i ~g ~"ld uperR ting the DE".: Linc 5 t.'1. t ~ :::n:, in S~'lda. ~d Greenln.nd. 

'l'l-e ft.r-my o.ntlu . .i r­
(!ffin f;?'OUp in the !t!"CO., 

the 7th at Thule, had 
teen assigned to the U.~. 
~rmy Air Def~n6e s~::::-..anJ 
in l-?)o. 

As noted earlier, 
the Re.~~ t•.:!" De fenc~ 
Coomnnd hnd operational 
control of the U. ;,. 
air defense f0r~e~ in 
the Ca.n.'l.d:.an r~;·t:i.cn cf 
tru! NI;\:; R-ren.. Tn~s 
a.rrange~nt renn.ined. 
Hcwever, a ~c- a~rce• 
ment, d9.t'.?d l Janu11ry 
!9'.,7, '--:'l.J crtgr.ed by 
General E.9.rle F.. P~rt• 
ridge. CCN~n·o Com­
tu:!Jcr- ~,.-Chi~r a.n<.1 /U,:-

Cornm<Ulri~r of the HCAF 
ft i r DP. fence C:o~:L,d. 
It pro..., id~,1 th . .!.. t ~he ,\i ::-

* s~c ~ppr~~ix I 
for I\ ~~'~lctc li::; t of 
uni t.s. 

{r l,:.. , t:. ;-~ · ~-:~f i,~ 
._\;_;; ' - . 



Cffker Conmrmding the RC.A.~- ;\f)'; ,._.culd cxcrc ise opnraUonR.: control 
over ·tll U. !'!. a1r defcn~~ for•'es in ·..-hit -.:::..::; t.crmed ~!1e !10?"'.h-:.•rt~t. 
fin,., (sf'r Int-,,, nr-:?cedirw f..'l.~~e) ~-hrc,.1~:1 .'fNC1. ti\i..i'~; ::n,i Jrr)jn;d,· •.:'.:-m­
m:mde:- in the ar~<l.. rjl 1''ri•· ;dr rl•~fens1· forces U::.'..•·:! in t_h:is a I-;reement 
'Jere squadrons, b'l.ses, nircruft, _:,.:•,: uni~..:;, GCG t.;:1! •.s, C'~!".lmU!lir:"lt. i.rms 

t.m i • f , :\nd .q_n t ia ire raft 1.m 1 tr.. Op:- r~.1 t :!. c!"'la l c0n t n ,l ·.r-t" rlc fined nr. the 
-po...,.,.:r of J.lrec ting, cco:"':.lin~ t.ine, rinri ~ - nt.roll in-1: f,hc cpera tl•ma. L 
13,:; ti v r ties of deployed uni ts, Rcdeplo~nt. of w,i ts w1.G ~'t-)ec if 1c·11ly 
P Xt• ~ ui:.~l!ti • · 

1-:0N,\D est:,i. l.l:,hed a.~ 
El.:d 1.1 ... si~"lt~c1 the division 
n:!:1ii•·r- :ri th".' rforthen.st.J•. 
~( ~: ·,!J Div is hn included the 

1,.s r:.itH)::-di::'!tf• JlJint r!:r ,.if:'f.-•n: .. e l'.C □-

Th<' nr,..,. ot' r~G pon" il I : : ~ y o: • hL· •.~.th 
~orthet-1.~t ~.rt~'r-t as -~•-f .. :i, ·11 L,:y :Le ~t~:,\~-!~C,~F 

~~-: ·1.zr~ement, the DEW Line i.!.ent1f'ic:1•i n ~one ft:· the !"••;..:,ir:1 .rhich 
~;:::.v~ ( :'\DC n.!"ter l April 1957) had resJ;~:,:,s ibill t.y, ·.;~! Gr-::~nlanJ (in 
-i.!corJ1J.nce vith the terms of the 1')51 Dul1:•h - '·'• ;;. n~r•~c:uent) • 

. ..... 
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/\PPENDIX III 

KEY CO~-UDERS 

7 Jr.moor:, 1943 - October 1941+: Brig. Gen. John B. B:-ooks 

October 1944 - 1 JanWlry lQ/..6: Prig. ,..,en. Zruituel r.onnell 

l July 1949 - l October l:,-'50: ?-hJ. Gen. ~ P. Whit~en 

llORIBEJ\ST COMMAND /\..ND fWR'rnF..AS'T' Arn ,..n~.,m, 

1 October 1950 - ~O 1-hrch l½:?: ~-t1:. Gen. ~m-m r: \..1litten 

1 f>epter.".ber 19'/J - usra:c: 
31 July 1954 • l April l9S7 . NEi\C: Lt. Gen. Glenn o. Bn.rcu:J. 

64th ~ IR DIVISIOt: (DF.~£) 



... ·, ~y 1954 - 1 December 1954: ':'t,lrn,· l Ch:1.rlen B. Do· .. -n" r c..~ 

l ~cembi:-r 195h - (?) ::olun,,; •,.;•lll.-1.ce R. Jordnn 

(7) - ~3 July 195~,: c~11.,,n"l Jon~ph !·t'<' l"!. 

23 July 1955 -~ Colonel C'\l"roll w. Mccolpin· 

1 t,pril 1957 -

. . 
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